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Tehran Times warns UAE 

1 — A " , ra nia n newspaper, commenting on a dispute over 

tfaT« «n the Gulf, said Saturday that the Untied ArabEmiraS 

' fUAH) shcmW be a^atcthai Iran s self-restraint had certain limits. The 

il 1 ™' S ,R ” A news 


^ I that friimn would r^Xg \oT£ 

^ Ihemr was “chi Wbh ... 7 ^ u AE a utS« JSSS 5 

e, ^S l tbof ffd^ pcbacs iflranoneclay decides to pay (hem blow for blow. " 

°tQrj c , as^l- said ^e oewspaper was commetiiinR on a statement cm 

r a i . F, y |L Wednesday by die ^fCooperaUon Council (GCC) at the end of a 
' bioi ? what it says is 
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Libyan paper: PBaree crash Wastene crime 9 

TUNIS tR) — Libya's official media said Saturday ;he "terrorist West*’ 
may have caused die crash of a Libyan Arab Airlines plane in which 150 
people were killed. The official Libyan news agency JANA said Tuesday's 
crash of the Boeing 717 near Tripoli may have been set up as revenge for 
the bombing of Pan Am Flight IS3 over Lockerbie. Scotland, in 19SS. The 
Libyan plane. Flight 1 103, went down a day after the fourth anniversary of 
the bombing of the Pan Am Jumbo jet in which 270 people were killed. AJ 
Jamahiriya newspaper, an organ of the revolutionary committees known 
10 reflect Libyan leader Muammar Oadhaii's views, wrote: "The Libyan 
passenger plane crash is one of the abominable crimes of the terrorist 
West.*' It said there were indications the "downing of the plane was the 
result of a ploy by Western hands ... it is certain the investigation will 
define that more precisely .'* 
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to meet 

' ■: v MMAN (J.T.) — Arab pariia- 
‘: s . . ! gntsrians will meet io Amman 
- : / OT to discuss the plight of 415 
:*'.u ticjtumns expelled by Israel 

- Cd' shfck in Sooth Lebanon. 

- House of Parliament 
'r-._ Maker Abdul Latif Arabiyat 

^Saturday. The Damascus- 
1 tsed Arab Parliamentary Union 
which called the 
7 ■tftgcacy meeting in response 

- ’ •*. aiequest from Jordan, has sent 

■ tfewtations to its 15 members. 

- behave to meet with our Arab 
; : eifcrn to discuss the situation 

d4afce a unified stand.** Dr. 
-V rrabiyat told reporters. “We 
“ -po to activate the roles of our 
. . > jab parliaments as well as the 
b> of people.” <S« page 3) 

r -tebanese and Syrian 
= -«wroops seize arms 

,Cn55| aKUT (R) — Lebanese and 
: rian soldiers confiscated 
_ . ' apons and drags and recovered 
. ■ vend stolen cars Saturday in 
. xevBbges in Lebanon's east- 
's.Bekaa Valley, officials said. 

■ * ic'i^OO-strong force arrested 
mal suspects, the officials 
_ (fed. The Lebanese govern- 
nL seeking to impose its au- 
• Mity, has cracked down on 

- - lggrowing and trafficking and 
ilaimcbed several security 

- eepsacross the country. 

akistan starts new 
jdear project 

. lAJdABAD (R) — Pakistan's 
i)iSc-. Energy Commission 
. AEG) Saturday began the con- 
of its second nuclear 
wwj^ojectfor which the plant 
. )'|e applied by China. Ex- 
.tigje&r civil works of the - 1 
jftgjpwatt plant began at 
j$Nin Punjab province, a 
ECstatement said. Pakistan's 
smaller nuclear power 
.’ /(^supplied by Canada, was 
pawned in 1972 in the port 
"' ■^ Karachi. Canada later , 
V ^supplies for the plant as ; 
Mtffls grew in the West that 
^fan’s nuclear programme 
: weapon-oriented. Pakistan | 
rises the suepidons and says 

S programme is peace- 
to meet future energy 
Chasma plant “will be 
Tided version of China’s Qin- 
nundear power station which 
W producing electricity 12 
? nfbs ago,” the PAEC state- 
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Asians head for 
"ART talks 

*SC0W (R) — Russia’s de- 
* and foreign ministers flew 
Geneva Saturday in an attempt 
' iron out final details of a 
arms treaty with U.S. 
fatary of State Lawrence Eag- 
wger, ITAR-TASS news 
said. Defence Minister 
. «I_- Grachev and Foreign 
afeler Andrei Kozyrev left 
WW from a military airfield 
tt&s on a new strategic arms 
. f*tiou treaty, START-2. The 
*.-■ g^cduld dear the way for a 
between Russian Presi- 
^Boris Yeltsin and U.S. lead- 
^George Bush next month. 
^RT-2 would eliminate all 
debased multiple- warhead 
5? 3011 sIash stockpiles of 
«eads'by up to two-thirds. 

Isoners missing in 
isnia, ICRC says 

‘GREB (R) — More than 100 
,.;:'-*wers who were supposed to 
- : .J e released from the 
-- ■ . E °nous Manjaca detention 
7° western Bosnia two 
■ ' ^.-sgo are stQ] missing. Red 
■ officials said Saturday. 

: 2,000 prisoners were 

w /*fotn the Serb-run camp in 
• opera tion overseen by die 
*5*J®tioual Committee of the 
(ICRC), but aid work- 
the time 529 of the men 
and Croats — were 

JKMa. 




No end in sight for 
expulsion stalemat 


Combined agency dispatches 

MARJ AL ZOHOUR. Lebanon. 
Agencies — The stalemate over 
415 Palestinians expelled from 
the occupied territories by Israel 
continued in South Lebanon 
Saturday, with no end in sight for 
the plight of the Palestinians 
stuck in a tent-camp with very 
little to protect them against 
freezing cold. 

Both Israel and Lebanon are 
refusing to allow international aid 
for the group to pass through 
their territory. The Beirut gov- 
ernment, whose stand is backed 
by the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO). Saturday also 
turned down an appeal by the 
evictees to tAke in some of the 
sick among them. 

On Friday, the Israeli cabinet 
rejected a request by the Interna- 
tional Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) to allow relief sup- 
plies be sent to the Palestinians 
through Israeli territory (see page 
2 ). 

In other related developments: 
— The Islamic Resistance 
Movement, Hamas, said the 
Palestinians should stay put in 

42 Israeli 
lawmakers 
back PLO 
contacts 

TEL AVTV (Agencies) — Two- 
thirds of the legislators in Prin<e 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin's ruling 
Labour Party support direct 
negotiations with the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO), 
according to survey results broad- 
cast Saturday by Israel Radio. 

The surprising results highlight 
the continuing erosion of Israel's 
refusal to deal directly with the 
organisation. 

Last week, foe cabinet for foe 
first time in recent memory de- 
bated foe issue. A majority of 
ministers opposed talking to the 
PLO, but their arguments were 
largely tactical, and several left 
open the door for negotiations 
with the PLO as a “terror” orga- 
nise tin. Both the guidelines of 
Israel's government and the 
Labour Party platform say Israel 
will not negotiate with the orga- 
nisation. 

But in recent months, the Mus- 
lim fundamentalist groups Hamas 
and Islamic Jihad have emerged 
as arch foes of Middle East peace 
negotiations, stepping op violent 
attacks to derail the talks. 

After Israel expelled 415 
Palestinians on Dec. 17 in a strike 
against Hamas and Islamic Jihad, 
Dovish legislators demanded that 
Israel talk to the PLO to streng- 
then Palestinians who back the 
talks. 

Out of 44 Labour members of 
parliament, 30 support direct 
negotiations with the PLO, 
according to the Israel Radio 
survey. In addition, the 12 legisla- 
(Cootin oed from page 2) 


South Lebanon until Israel allows 
them to return to their homes. 

— Hundreds of Israelis mar- 
ched in pouring rain in Tel Aviv 
Saturday to protest the expul- 
sions. 

— The ICRC rejected an 
Israeli charge that its actions were 
politically motivated. 

— A special envoy of United 
Nations Secretary-General Bout- 
ros Ghaii was due in Israel Satur- 
day to discuss the crisis and seek 
the implementation of U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 799 
which rails on Israel to allow the 
expelled Palestinians to return to 
their homes. 

— In what security sources 
described as apparent retaliation 
for Israel’s expulsion of the 415 
men. Palestinian guerrillas 
attempted to infiltrate its self- 
dedared “security zone” for the 
first time in about six months. 

Officials said Lebanon's position 
was unchanged since it returned sick 
or wounded evictees from a hospital 
m government-held territory Friday 
to their tent camp, hit by snowfalls on 
Saturday. 

“Our position is quite dear. We 
Teel for the Palestinians in their suf- 
fering but cannot permit them to 

15-year-o 

OCCUPIED GAZA (R) — An 
Israeli army sniper shot dead a 
15-year-old Palestinian boy in the 
occupied Gaza Strip on Saturday. 
Palestinians said. 

The army said a 15-year-old 
boy arrived at a hospital and died 
of injuries. It said it was checking 
the circumstances of the incident. 

Palestinians said Mohammad 
Zaatar, from the Shati refugee 
camp, and a second youth waited 
on the rooftop of a United Na- 
tions building in Gaza City to 
throw stones at passing army 
patrols. 

An army sniper on a nearby 
shot Zaatar in the heart, the 
Palestinians said. The boy fell to 
the street and was taken to Shifa 
Hospital where he was pro- 
nounced dead. 


emer our territory under any cir- 
cumstances,” Prime Minister Rafik 
Al Hariri told Reuters. 

“Israel expelled them so they are 
Israel’s responsibility.” 

Asked whether Lebanon would 
honour a request from the ICRC and 
the evictees to reconsider its decision, 
Mr. Hariri said: “Let them send the 
sick to Israeli territory." 

The prime minister appealed Fri- 
day to President George Bush and 
President-elect Bill Clinton to urge 
Israel to take the Palestinians back 
and reverse its decision to bar relief 
supplies. 

Israel turned down an ICRC re- 
quest Friday to send through its lines 
dean drinking water, warm clothes, 
food and medidne to the group. 
Lebanon, has barred all supplies since 
Monday. 

The 415 Palestinians, pawns in a 
battle of wills between Lebanon and 
Israel, spent a ninth day in exile 
milling around the muddy camp after 
a sleepless night in freezing tempera- 
tures. 

They were expelled for their 
alleged links to rwo Islamic Fun- 
damentalist groups which Israel 
Mames for recent attacks on its sol- 
diers in the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza. 

Security sources said militiamen 
from the Israeli-backed South Leba- 
non Army (SLA1 opened fire on 


The second youth said Zaatar 
was not throwing stones at the 
moment he was shot. 

Zaa tar’s death raised to 12 the 
number of Palestinians killed by 
soidieis since Israel expelled 415 
Palestinians to Lebanon on Dec. 
17. Eighteen Palestinians have 
been killed in the Gaza Strip this 
month. 

Most of those killed by soldiers 
were under 16 years of age. 

In Khan Younis on Wednesday 
an Israeli soldier shot dead 
Ismael Abdeen, 27, when he 
stepped on to his balcony during 
a curfew. 

Palestinians in Gaza say the 
incidents indicate a change in the 
army's orders on opening fire. 

“For the last three weeks we 
have seen no teargas and no 
rubber bullets — only live 


guerrillas who crossed imo the wes- 
tern pan of the “security zone” 
about 55 kilometres from the camp. 

An SLA militiamen was wounded 
in the firelight. The body of a guerril- 
la was found with grenades, rifles and 
anti-tank mines near the scene of the 
ambush. 

The sources said the dead man was 
From the Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine. 

In Geneva, a spokesman saio she 
ICRC was still trying to help the 
evictees and dismissed an Israeli 
charge that its request to send aid 
through Israel's frontlines was politic- 
al. 

Spokesman Qaude Voiliat said the 
ICRC was seeking further talks with 
Lebanon and Israel which he charged 
were both violating the Fourth Gene- 
va Convention of 1939 by refusing to 
allow in aid. 

Zeid Wehbeb, sent to Beirut from 
Tunis as PLO Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat’s representative, backed Leba- 
non's decision to stop aid from 
reaching them through its lines (see 
page 21. 

But Omar rarwana, head of the 
evictees' medical team, urged the 
Lebanese government to take the ill 
and injured to hospital. 

Mr. Farwana said the Palestinians 
appreciated Lebanon's stand of not 

(Continued from page 2) 

;tiot dead 

ammunition. Soldiers appear to 
be shearing without hesitation, 
shooting to' kill." said one Gaza 
resident. 

The army says standing orders 
have not changed, allowing sol- 
diers to shoot only when their 
lives are in danger. 

Israeli authorities Wednesday 
lifted a 16-day curfew imposed on 
most of the Gaza Strip following 
Palestinian attacks in which five 
Israeli soldiers were killed. 

Israel’s unprecedented expul- 
sion of the 415 Palestinians on 
Dec. 17 triggered a surge of 
Palestinian protests in the occu- 
pied territories. 

Israelis have killed 9S2 Palesti- 
nians since the outbreak of the 
revolt against military rule began 
five years ago in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 


Hopes recede for Iast=mmiit@ 
changes in draft law on press 


By Aymao Al Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Lower House 
of Parliament Saturday appeared 
less likely to reverse its position 
on foe draft Press and Publication 
Law as a meeting of House blocs' 
representatives failed to achieve 
consensus on a number of con- 
troversial articles in the draft 
legislation. 

The chairman of foe House’s 
Judiciary Committee, Saleem Al 
Zoubi, said sharp differences pre- 
vailed in the meeting, which his 
committee called for with a view 
to arriving at a unified stand on 
the draft law before the House 
takes its final vote on it Sunday. 


The outcome of the meeting 
dashed hopes that the House will 
vote in favour of cancelling some 
already-approved articles in the 
law, which is generally perceived 
as an “oppressive” legislation 
that will curb the freedom of the 
press in the country. 

These hopes were prompted by 
deputies who reported a wide 
support in the House for revers- 
ing some provisions of the draft 
law. The deputies based their 
assertions on discussions they had 
with other parliamentarians, 
who, they said, were influenced 
by the press’s negative response 
to foe draft law. 

“Now it seems that there is not 
much hope” that the House will 


change its vote on the already- 
approved articles, Mr. Zoubi told 
the Jordan » imes after Saturday’s 
meeting. 

Mr. Zoubi said the deputies 
who anendea Saturday's meeting 
were widely divided on Articles 
5. which forces journalists to re- 
veal Lheir sources of information 
in a court of law. Article 2. which 
restricts recognition of journalists 
to members of the Jordan Press 
Association, and Article 42. 
which bans coverage of a range of 
political, economic and social 
issues. 

The majority of the IS deputies 
who attended the meeting, 

(Continued from page' 2) 


Crack appears in Islamic Action Front 


By Nenneen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Independent 
Islamists who joined bands 
with foe Muslim Brotherhood 
movement to form the Islamic 
Action Front (IAF) are pre- 
paring for a break with the 
newly- licensed party folio wing 
their defeat in Friday's party 
elections and subsequent 
accusa tions that foe Brother- 
hood reneged on promises to 
give than proportionate repre- 
sentation on foe 120-member 

consultative assembly. 

The elections, which were 
bdd to elect foe assembly as 
well as a 17-member executive 
committee, gave foe indepen- 
dents only about 10 to 15 per 
cent of the seats — much smal- 
ler than they expected, accord- 
ing to esrimates. 

The IAF held its elections, 
according to a district division 


of Jordan similar to that of the 
electoral system used in the 
Kingdom’s national elections. 

Several districts representing 
areas of Amman and suburbs 
gave total control to the 
Brotherhood despite earlier 
unwritten agreements that in- 
dependents be allocated 
roughly a third of the seats in 
ail districts, according to sever- 
al independent Islamists. 

According to observers and 
analysts, foe agreement to 
establish the IAF was partly to 
allow foe Brotherhood to oper- 
ate as a political party and to 
present a united Islamist front 

to foe public. 

Independent Islamists joined the 
IAF after receiving assurances that 
members of the Brotherhood 
would join the IAF as individuals 
and not as 3 movement. But “as it 
turned out the movement was 
obviously in fall force in Friday's 
elections and it was not a competi- 
tion among individuals.’' said one 


of them. All of them spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 

“This comes as proof that the 
Brotherhood movement and the 
IAF are two faces of the same coin 
and that the recruitment of notable 
independent Islamists to the front 
was only a trick to add legitimacy 
to the political decisions of the 
movement.” the independent 
Islamist told the Jordan Times. 

“The Muslim Brotherhood has 
shown us now that it has three 
faces,” said another prominent in- 
dependent Islamist. “It has a poli- 
tical face which is the IAF. a 
military face which is Hamas, and a 
social face which is the Muslim 

Brotherhood movement.” 

The general feeling among inde- 
pendent Islamists Saturday was of 
having been misted by the Brother- 
hood and many said they were 
going to resign from the IAF to try 
to create another Islamist political 
party. 

One of them said that contacts 
were underway to start such a 
party under the name of Al Nasr 
which will include independent 


Islamists who were elected in Fri- 
day’s elections but who felt that 
their success was orchestrated by 
the movement as an attempt to 
ward off criticism. 

“They (Muslim Brotherhood! 
made a big mistake on Friday," an 
independent Islamist who won a 
seat in Friday's elections told the 
Jordan Times. “They should have 
stuck to the original' plan to ward 
off accusations by the critics that 
the IAF was just another ploy to 
allow the movement to operate 
politically.” 

The Brotherhood denies that 
there were any agreements with 
the independent Islamists but con- 
cedes that there was a pact among 
the members of the movement 
themselves to give at least a third 
of the seats to the independents. 

In response to the accusations, a 
Brotherhood deputy said that the 
percentages varied according to 
the districts and conceded that 
there was an obvious trend in some 
areas to leave the independents 

(Continued from page 2) 
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Wounded evictee Amjad Zamei Saturday sleeps among his fellow Palestinians in a teat camp in 
South Lebanon (AFP photo) 



Arabs opt for U.N 0 diplomae 
seek Security Coeiici action 


By u Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Arab parties to 
peace talks with Israel have for 
the moment opted for diplomacy 
rather than ultimatums in trying 
to resolve the crisis over the 
Jewish state’s expulsion of 415 
Palestinians, but are keeping 
their options open if such a 
strategy does not work. 

The decision not to immediate- 
ly link a resumption of the peace 
talks with an Israeli reversal of 
the expulsions was taken at a 
meeting Thursday in Cairo of the 
foreign ministers of Jordan, 
Syria. Lebanon and Egypt and 
the head of the foreign affairs 
department of the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO). 

However, the meeting called 
on foe United Nations Security 
Council to set a deadline for 


Israel to take back the expelled 
Palestinians, who are now stuck 
in a hillside in South Lebanon. 

“It was derided that no im- 
mediate linkage be established 
between the peace talks and foe 
expulsions.” said a source close 
to the Cairo meeting. “However, 
it was made clear that there has to 
be tranquility and acceptable con- 
ditions for the peace talks to 
continue in line with the terms of 
reference that have been agreed- 
upon.” 

The source, who preferred 
anonymity, noted that the peace 
talks were under recess and were 
not expected to resume until after 
U.S. President-elect Bill Clinton 
takes over foe White House or. 
Jan. 20. As such, he said, a 
suspension of the talks would not 
have mattered much at this point 
in time. 

PLO officials as well as senior 


members of the Palestinian team 
to the negotiation said earlier (hat 
the Cairo meeting could come up 
with a decision to suspend Arab 
participation in the peace process 
if Israel did not permit the im- 
mediate return of foe expelled 
Palestinians. 

However. Egyptian leaders, in- 
cluding President Hosni Mubar- 
ak, called on the Palestinians to 
avert such a course of events. 

“3oycotting the negotiations 
wiil be 2 big mistake," Mr. 
Mubarak said Wednesday. “If we 
(the Arabs) break off the talks, 
there will be obstacles that could 
bring disastrous results.” 

The Arab delegations boycot- 
ted the final day' of the eighth 
round of bilateral talks Israel 10 
days ago in protest at the expul- 
sions and no date was set for the 

(Continued from page 2) 


Marines hit Hamas 
3 Somalis . a a . 


MOGADISHU (R) — U.S. 
Marines, in a fresh demonstration 
of their resolve not to let clan 
gunmen disrupt famine relief in 
Somalia, shot at and hit three 
Somalis in a pick-up truck after a 
gunman opened fire from the 
vehicle. 

A U-S. military spokesman 
said Saturday no Marines had 
been hurt in the shoot-out near 
the town of Afgoi just west of 
Mogadishu Friday afternoon. 

It was not clear whether the 
Somalis bad been killed or 
wounded. 

The incident coincided with 
indications that the U.N.- 
mandated multinational task 
force is toughening its attitude to 
Somalia’s gun-toting gangs as 
more troops join the operation 
and spread imo the starving in- 
terior. 

“The Marines hit three of the 
occupants and the pick-up went 
off the road. In accordance with 
stated policy, the (Marine) con- 
voy kept on going.” said U.S. 
Navy Commander Jim Kudla. 

The Marines had been return- 
ing to the capital from Baidoa. a 
main base for the U.S.-led 
famine-relief operation, when foe 
white pick-up drove towards their 
convoy of about 12 vehicles. 

“The Marines in the lead vehi- 
cle noticed a gunman sitting in 
the vehicle on top of the roof with 
an AK-47 (Kalashnikov automa- 
tic rifle). He raised foe weapon to I 
his shoulder, fired and the I 
Marines returned fire,” said | 
Commdr. Kudla. 

At least four Somalis have 1 
been killed and up to 17 wounded 
in shoot-outs and other incidents 
involving U.S. and French troops 
since the military relief effort, 
dubbed Operation Restore 
Hope, began on Dec. 9. 

Task force commanders say it 
is not their job to disarm Somalia, 
awash with weapons from former 
Soviet-U-S. rivalry on the Horn 
of Africa and wrecked by two 
years of clan warfare since the 
overthrow of dictator Moham- 
mad Siad Barre. 

But U.S. military spokesman 
Marine Colonel Fred Peck said 
foreign forces were making “an 
aggressive attempt" to make their 
presence felt in areas they control 
as more troops arrived. 

(Continued from page 2) 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Fence-mending 
efforts between foe mainstream 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) and the Islamic Re- 
sistance Movement, Hamas, 
launched with a meeting in Tunis 
last week, appeared to have hit a 
serious snag Saturday with 
Hamas taking up issue with 
Israeli media comments attri- 
buted to PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat. 

According to a Hamas state- 
ment faxed to the Jordan Times. 
Mr. Arafat was quoted as saying 
by “the Zionist mass media" that 
foe Israeli occupation authorities 
should have apprehended the kil- 
ler! s) of Israeli border policeman 
Nissim Toledano, who was 
abducted and found killed, rather 
than expelling 415 Palestinians 
suspected of membership in 
Hamas and the Islamic Jihad 
group in retaliation. 

The Hamas statement. ■ 
apparently referring to comments 
made by Mr. Arafat in an inter- 
view with the Israeli newspaper 
Yedioth Ahamot, also said that 
foe PLO chairman was quoted as 
saying that foe assailant(s) should 
have been executed and that 
Hamas was in agreement with 
him over this issue since the 
killing of Toledano “contradicted 
Islamic teachings.” 

"What foe media have referred 
to as an agreement between Mr. 
Arafat and Hamas to condemn 


dmer? i 


the operation and call for the 
arrest and execution of those who 
carried it out is totally false,” said 
the statement by Hamas, which 
has claimed responsibility for foe 
abduction and lolling of Toledano 
as well as a series of earlier 
attacks on Israeli security forces. 

Hamas described the killing of 
the border policeman as a “heroic 
and honourable operation" and 
as a “legitimate act of holy war, 
accepted by all divine religions 
and international laws and 
norms...” 

“Our heroes ... were resisting 
the Zionist military occupation of 
our country and was welcomed as 
such by all our Palestinian 
brothers, including Mr. Arafat 
himself," it added. 

“We ask Mr. Arafat to explain 
what was attributed to him ... and 
reveal the truth to clear the 
atmosphere and remove all 
doubts,” it concluded. 

mere was no immediate ex- 
ar.a.ia:, whether the Hamas 
leadership considered the com- 
ments attributed to Mr. Arafat 
serious enough to have a negative 
impact on the fence-mending pro- 
cess launched in Tunis last week. 
Hamas officials who attended the 
meeting were not due back in 
Amman until Sunday. 

However, it reflected the fun- 
damental differences between the 
moderate leadership of the PLO, 
which has endorsed the U.S. -led 
Arab-israeli peace talks, and 

! Continued on page 5) 
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iddle East News 


manages to 
i some Gulf ties 


DUBAI (R) — A senior Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) official held talks with the 
emir of Qatar Saturday in the first 
sach visit since the group's appa- 
rent backing of Iraq in the Gulf 
crisis cost it the support of Arab 
states in the region. 

“We did not discuss the Gulf 
war or touch upon the subject or 
its outcome,” said PLO Execu- 
tive Committee Mahmoud Abbas 
after his talks with Sheikh Khalifa 
3en Hamad A1 Tbani. 

All Gulf Arab states cut vital 
financial aid and political support 
to the PLO for appearing to side 
the Iraq in the 1990-91 Gulf crisis. 

"We will leave the negative 
effects of the Gulf war to dear 
with rime. We are willing to wait 
and hope to improve ties with all 
Gulf Arab states in the near 
future,” Mr. Abbas told Renters 
by telephone from Doha. 

Since the Gulf war last year, 
the PLO has been seeking to 
improve ties with oil-rich Gulf 
Arab states and has requested 
meeting with several Gulf Arab 
leaders. 

■ So far only Qatar and Oman 
have responded favourably. Mr. 
Abbas is due to fly to Muscat 
Monday. 

Saudi Arabia, which alone 
gave the PLO more than 1 billion 
:n the 12 years prior to Iraq’s 
August 1990 invasion of Kuwait, 
has so far turned down PLO 
requests to send a team to the 
kingdom to normalise ties. 

Gulf Arab states, induding 
Qatar, deported thousands of 
Palestinian workers and business- 
men during the Gulf crisis. 

Mr. Abbas said he discussed 
bilateral ties with the Qatari emir 
and explained the PLO's position 
on the 14-month-old Arab-Israeli 
peace talks after Israel expelled 


415 Palestinians. 

He did not say cleariy if the 
PLO would order the Palestinian 
toam to boycott bilateral talks 
with Israel. 

“We see the expulsion as a big 
obstacle and their return in com- 
pliance with United Nations Re- 
solution 799 will allow the peace 
process to continue,” be said. 

“(Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak) Rabin wanted to destroy 
the peace process with this mea- 
sure." 

Later, Hakam Bala’awi, the 
PLO’s representative in Tains 
and a member of die team visiting 
Doha, reiterated a call by the 
group for the United States to 
restore a dialogue severed in 
1990. 

He “stressed the need to res- 
tore die Palestinian- American di- 
alogue, and on the highest level," 
the official Qatari News Agency 
(QNA) quoted Mr. Bala’awi as 
saying. 

Mr. Bala’awi, also a senior 
member of PLO Chairman Yas- 
ser Arafat’s mainstream Fateh 
group, led die Palestinian ride in 
the dialogue with Washington 
which was held in Tunis. 

“He sees 'that the considera- 
tions which led to severing the 
dialogue have ended,” QNA re- 
ported. 

Washington suspended the dia- 
logue when tiie PLO failed to 
condemn an abortive attack on an 
Israeli beach in May 1990 by the' 
Palestine Liberation Front (PL F) 
led by Mohammad Abbas. 

At the time, the United States 
also called on Arafat to fire 
Motraamad Abbas from the PLO's Ex- 
ecutive Committee. In Septem- 
ber 1991, Mohammad Abbas res- 
igned his seat and another PLF 
leader joined the Executive Com- 
mittee. 


Arafat 

endorses 

Lebanese 

position 

I BEIRUT (R) — An envoy of 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat Saturday backed the 
Lebanese government’s decision 
to keep out 415 Palestinians ex- 
pelled by Israel and to stop aid 
reaching them through its lines. 

Zeid Wehbeh, sent to Beirut 
from Tunis on Friday Mr. Ara- 
fat’s representative on the issue, 
said that if Lebanon took the 
Palestinians Israel might expel 
more Palestinians from the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

“We highly appreciate the 
position of the Lebanese govern- 
ment of not receiving the (expel- 
led Palestinians) and barring any 
contact with them," Mr. Wehbeh 
told Reuters. 

“Keeping them where they are 
is an operation of political press- 
ure. This pressure must be main- 
tained by ail means,” be said. 

“If the Israeli scheme succeeds, 
and the Israelis manage to create 
Nazi-style camps, Israel would 
expel more. They have started in 
the hundreds but coold end up in 
their tens of thousands.” 

Lebanon has barred relief 
agencies from sending aid to the 
evictees, trapped in a cold tent 
camp in South Lebanon for more 
than a week. It says it is deter- 
mined to stop Israel using its 
territory as a dumping ground. 

Israel, which says die Palesti- 
nians have Kk& with militant Isla- 
mic groups, Friday refused a re- 
quest by the International Com- 
mittee of the Red Cross to allow 
supplies through Israeli lines in 
South Lebanon. 


w 

reported ready to hold key council 


KABUL (R) — Afghan author- 
ities said Saturday they had com- 
pleted preparations for a key 
council meeting which could be 
convened in the next two days to 
elect a successor to interim Presi- 
dent Burhanuddin Rabband. 

But HardfineMujahedeen lead- 
er Gulbuddin Hekmatyar deman- 
ded Mrl Rabbani’s retnoval be- 
fore the Hal-o-Aqad council 
meeting and outlined three other 
proposals to break the political 
impasse. 

Noorullah Em ad, chairman of 
a central commission charged' 
with preparing for and conduct- 
ing the council , said it had com- 
pleted,, its work and was awaiting 
Mr. Rabbani’s announcement 
convening the meeting. 

He told a news conference he 
hoped tiw council would meet 
within tin next two days dismis- 
sed suggestions that most mujabe- 
deen parties would boycott it 
“Most parties have agreed and 
others will agree in tune," he 
said. 

Seven of the nine parties repre- 
sented in the fractious leadership 


council have expressed doubts 
-about the electoral process, 
accusing Mr. Rabbani of bribing 
delegates. 

Mr. Hekmatyar, in an inter- 
view released in Pakis tan by the 
Afghan News Agency (AN A) ran 
by his Hezb-c-IsJami party, said 
the leadership council should 
choose a successor to Mr. Rabba- 
ni through consensus among Mu- 
jabedeeu leaders. 

If this proposal was not 
accepted, then a government of 
non-con tiovereiaJ figures should 
be formed to prepare the ground 
for general elections, he said. 

“But the caretakers would not 
be allowed to participate in the 
elections and their sole obligation 
would be the holding of elections 
in tile country in the shortest 
possible tune,” be said by radio 
from bis base at Charasayab, 
south of Kahn). 

As a third possibility, he prop- 
osed the transfer of presidential 
powers to Vice-President 
Mohammad Nabi Mobammadi 
with other government posts allo- 
cated by the leadership council. 


Mr. Hekmatyar said Mr. 
Mobammadi could complete the 
process of the Hal-o-Aqad coun- 
cil. 

"The on-elected and unrepre- 
sentative candidates whose loyal- 
ties had been purchased should 
immediately be removed and tree 
representatives should be 
brought to shunt (council) which 
could decide about the future 
leadership of the country and 
form the government,” be said. 

A Defence Ministry spokes- 
man said Wednesday the Hal-o- 
Aqad council mnst be postponed 
to obtain support of the seven 
parties. “If these parties are 
suspicious they should check the 
personalities of the representa- 
tives,” he said. 

Mr. Emad said 1,335 delegates 
had already gathered in Kabul to 
choose Afghanistan’s first presi- 
dent since the 1979 Soviet inva- 
sion. 

The council was originally due 
to meet from 12 to 15 to elect a 
successor to Mr. Rabbani, whose 
term expired on Dec 15. So far 
only to introductory sessions have 
been held. 


Death Announcement 

I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 
Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous Judge, will award me on that day - and not only to me, but also to all 
who have longed for his appearing. 2 Timothy 4:7,8 

' Dora Fletcher Whitman and members of the Evangelical Free Churches 
in Jordan announce the passing away at the age of 88 of 

PASTOR LEROY FREDERICK WHITMAN. 

The funeral service and burial will be conducted on Monday, 28th 
December, 199?. 'it ?:? " * cemetery church. 

Condolences wut u. ... /ed at their residence in Marka opposite Al- 

Rahmah Hospital on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday (28/12-30/12). 

Cable Address: P.O. Box 60, Amman, Jordan. 

"The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away. 

May the name of the Lord be praised." 


Israeli ministers at odds 
in expulsion aftermath 


TEL AVIV (R) — Signs of strain 
are emerging in the Israeli 
cabinet’s fragile consensus on the 
' expulsion of 415 Palestinians to 
Lebanon last week. 

The cabinet at a. special two- 
hour meeting Friday rejected a 
request by the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
(IGRC) to allow humanitarian 
aid through Israeli lines to the 
evictees. 

Six of the 16 ministers at the 
meeting voted against the ban. 

“Because it is in any case possi- 
ble to relay supply convoys from 
Lebanon directly to the tents, the 
Israeli government sees no reason 
to comply with the request of the 
Red Cross to have the convoy 
pass through the security zone.” a 
government statement said. 

The cabinet reached the deci- 
sion as the evictees began their 
second week in a freezing tent 
camp between Israel's self- 
declared “security zone” in South 
" Lebanon and Lebanese army 
lines. 

An ICRC representative said, 
the Palestinians, alleged by Israel 
to be activists in militant 1 Islamic 
groups behind attacks on Israeli 
soldiers, have no drinking water 
and are short of food and medi- 
cine. 

Lebanon says it will not allow 
Israel to use its territory as a 
dumping ground for Palestinians 
from the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. On Monday, it 
barred relief agencies from send- 
ing them aid from the Lebanese 
side. 

All the ministers who spoke 
after the meeting agreed the wel- 
fare of the Palestinians was now 
Lebanon’s responsibility. 

“1 think the proposal by the 
Lebanese government and the 
red cross is a political move, not a 
humanitarian one,” said Finance 
Minister Abraham ShobaL 

Bat those opposed to the ban 
argued that Israel must be flexi- 
ble. 

“I think this was a mistaken 
decision,” said Minister of Tour- 
ism and Religious Affairs Uzi 
Baram. “We would only have 


White House vows to 
release Iran papers 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
White House promised in pub- 
lished remarks Saturday to re- 
i lease files countering charges 
j President George Bush is hiding . 
I his role in the Iran-contra scandal 
| by his pardon of former Defence 
Secretary Caspar Weinberger and 
I others. 

White House spokesman Mar- 
j lin Fitzwater told the Washington 
Post that Mr. Bush would make 
I everything in Ins own files public. 

Mr. Fitzwater said tins would 
i include the transcript of his five- 
hour 1988 interrogation by spe- 
! dal prosecutor Lawrence Walsh 
as soon as it is returned to him by 
Mr. Walsh. 

I But the White House declined 
comment on Friday on Mr. 
Walsh’s charge that Mr. Bush 
may have illegally withheld docu- 
ments from his investigation. 

Mr. Bush pardoned Mr. 
Weinberger and five other former 
government officials on Christ- 
mas Eve for any crimes commit- 
ted in the Iran-contra scandal 
during the administration of Pres- 
ident Ronald Reagan, in which 
Mr. Bosh served as vice-presi- 
dent. 

The scheme involving, among 
other things, illicit arms sales to 
Iran, aimed at evading a congres- 
sional ban on military aid to 
1 “contra” guerrillas fighting the 
1 leftist Sandinista government in 
Nicaragua. 

Mr. Weinberger, Mr. Reagan’s 
, defence secretary, faced trial be- 
ginning on Jan. 5 on four criminal 
charges of lying in testimony to 
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Hopes recede for changes in draft law 


■ip 


demonstrated our magnanimity 
(by allowing the aid).” 

Among the cabinet members 
who voted against was Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres. His 
opposition to the ban forced 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin to 
call the rare Friday cabinet meet- 
ing. Mr. Peres refused to com- 
ment following the vote. 

Mr. Peres was absent from tire 
cabinet meeting last week in 
which ministers decided on the 
expulsions. He is thought to 
oppose the decision but has been 
careful not to criticise the govern- 
ment. 

The three ministers of the left- 
wing Meretz bloc also voted 
against the ban Friday. The 
Meretz ministers supported the 
expulsion last week but have 
since expressed reservations over 
the p roce ss m which the decision 
was made. 

“I made a mistake. The whole 
government, in this case should 
have discussed (the expulsion) in 
a different way,” Meretz leader 
Shulamit Aloni told the daily 
newspaper Yedioth A brooot Fri- 
day. 

“We should have spent more 
time in the cabinet, despite the 
time pressure, receiving more in- 
formation, reviewing all the op- 
tions and possible chain reac- 
tions,” Ms. Aloni said. 

The result of Friday’s vote — 
eight for the ban and six against 
with two abstentions — reflects 
the almost even balance between 
hawks and doves in the Rabin 
government. 

This may prove critical in up- 
coming cabinet votes on aspects 
of the Middle East peace process, 
including the participation of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) in the talks. 

The question of humanitarian 
aid to the evictees through Israeli 
lines was not completely resolved 
Friday. 

Israeb-Arab parliament mem- 
ber Abdul Wabab Darousbe 
.said after the cabinet meeting he 
bad lodged an appeal with Israel's 
high court against the govern- 
ment decision. 


however, agreed on abolishing 
Article 52 which prescribes 
Banishments for journalists who 
violate the draft law. Thirty-two 
deputies were invited to the dis- 
cussion but rally 18 showed tip. 

Mr. Zoubi said he argued 
against forcing journalists to re- 
veal their sources because such a 
provision will restrict the fiow of 
-information and the right of the 
people to know of sensitive issues* 
while advocates of the article 
jrygict^H that stipulating that the 
sources are revealed before 
courts gives journalists enough 
protection. 

No information was available 
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Arabs opt for diplomacy over expulsions 


tnm page 1 ) 


re s u mp ti on of the talks. 

PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat, 
who addressed the Cairo meeting 
after talks with Mr. Mnbarak and 
Arab League Secretary-General 
Estnat Abdul Megnid, appeared 
to have heeded the Egyptian 
advice and stopped short of de- 
manding that the Arab side 
announce a boycott of the peace 
talks, according to reports from 
Cairo. 

The final statement of the 
meeting urged the Security Coun- 
cil to implement its Resolution 
799, 'which condemned the Israeli 


expulsion of Palestinians and de- 
manded that the Jewish state 
allow the immediate return home 
of die evicted Palestinians, 

The council “should work to- 
wards implementing its derision 
1 and set a deadline for Isfari to 
take bade the expelled Palesti- 
nians,” the statement said, 
adding that the world body 
should use “measures stipulated 
in the U.N. charter” if the Jewish 
state did not comply. 

It also called on U.N. 
Secretary -General Boutros GhaH 
to arrange a special envoy to stay 
on in the occupied territories to 
supervise the retain of the 415 
Palestinians. 


The Arab parties **!! .- 

again in Damascas bcfor ' -; 
ninth rotfad of talks widrp' . 
but “no dale wasietW 
tioned” during the Cairo ? r , - 
ing, tte-source toM.fh£$* <, ‘ 
Times. . ' - - L-. ^ 1 

Syrian Foreign: 

Farouk A1 Sharaasaki tbev'fjTn 
were opting for efipkarrio ji' 
now. “The Israeli ac fioanp . ->• 
difficult for tbe.pntkt to^’. ■; ; 
the talks iri.a; efimafe - 
poisow^,” Mr. Shaiaa tol 
porters.- . ~ . 

Asked whether, Syria fep • 
pre s sure to abandon thertaft : 
said: “We will took-into-fta 1,1 ’’ . 


No end in sight for Lebanon stalemate 

(Continued from page 1) Yitzhak) Rabm and (his hu 


allowing brad to use it as a dumping 
ground for Palestinians expelled from 
the occupied territories, but be asked: 
“Must we all <»er 

In Tnnis, die Hamas movement 
sa jd Saturday that .the Palestinians 
should remain in South Lebanon until 
they can r e tur n home. 

“They have no choioe. They flay 
there or they return home,” Moham- 
mad Nazzal, spokesman for the 
Hamas delegation taking part in a 
PLO n y*iwg in Tunis, told Reuters. 

“This Israeli decision to reject Fri- 
day's ICRC request confirms oar 
assessment that mere was no differ- 
ence between (Israel) Prime Minister 


Yitzhak) Rabin and (his hardliner 
predecessor Yitzhak) Shamir, and 
even that Rabin may be harsher,” lie 
said. 

“We know that tbe situation is very 
bad. The international ' community 
bears responsibility for what is hap- 
pening,” Mr. Naszal said. 

In Tel Aviv, hundreds of Israelis 
.marched in pouring nun to protest 
apunsi the expulsion. 

The demonstration in Td Aviv was 
organised by the left-wing Peace Now 
Movement. 

An opinion poll published a day 
after the Dec. 17 expulsions, showed 
that 91 per cent of Israelis supported 
the deaskm. 
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42 Israeli lawmakers back PLO contacts 
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congressional and criminal inves- 
tigations. 

In an angry denunciation of the 
Christmas Eve pardons, Mr. 
Walsb disclosed Thursday that his 
office learnt .? on Dec. 11 that 
Mr. Bush had notes about meet- 
ings in which 'matters relevant to 
his investigation had been dis- 
cussed. 

Mr. Walsh said the White 
House bad failed to produce 
some of the notes to investigators 
despite repeated requests and 
suggested in a National Public 
Radio interview on Friday that he 
would demand them by sub- 
poena. 

In the interview with the 
Washington Post, Mr. Fitzwater 
said he had no knowledge of what 
was in Mr. Bush’s notes. He said 
the request for them had come 
only when Mr. Walsh’s prosecu- 
tors were preparing for the 
Weinberger trial. 

“My understanding is that they 
were not asked for until the 
Weinberger case,” be said. 

Mr. Walsh said on Thursday 
that Mr. Bush’s alleged withhold- 
ing of notes constituted “miscon- 
duct” and would lead to 
appropriate action. He added 
Mr. Bush was now the subject of 
bis investigation. 

Tbe pardons, just 27 days 
before Mr. Bosh leaves office on 
Jan. 20, were the most controver- 
sial since Sept. 8 , 1974, when 
President Gerald Ford pardoned 
bis predecessor, Richard M. 
Nixon, in connection with' the 
Watergate scandal. 


tors from the left-wing Meretz 
bloc back the idea. 

This would bring to 42 the 
number of legislators in Mr. 
Rabin’s ruling coalition who 
favour negotiations with the 
PLO. The ooalition is backed by 
62 legislators in the 120 -member 
parliament. In addition, five 
Arab legislator who support the 
coalition from outside, also 
favour contacts with the PLO. 

One Labour legislator cited the 
perceived Hamas threat as the 
reason for his change of heart. 

“We have reached a situation 
in which it is preferable to negoti- 


ate with die PLO to advance 
peace.” legislator Stalomo* 
Bohbot told the radio. “Other- 
wise, tomorrow we’ll have to talk 
to Hamas which is something 
none of us wants.” 

Labour legislator Hagai 
Merom said he would call a 
Labour faction meeting this week 
to discuss the issue mid bold a 
vote. 

' However, a change of govern- 
ment guidelines is unlikely in tire 
near future because Mr. Rabin's 
ultra-orthodox coalition partner, 
the' six-member Sbas faction, 
opposes talks with the PLO. 


Crack seen in Islamic Action Front 


(Cntoori from page D 

out. He denied that tins was a 
decision by die leadership of the 
movement and maintained that it 
was tbe result of the individual 
chokes of Brotherhood members 
in some of these districts who 
wanted to reaffirm the dominance 
of tbe movement in the party. 

“Tbe results in districts outride 
Amman, such as Irhid, showed 
dearly that there was no dedrion 
to oast tbe independents," another 
Brotherhood member said. In 
Irhid, four seats out of 12 were 
won by independents. “The prob- 
lem by in some districts in Amman 
which are known for their strong 
Tkbwan (Brotherhood) tenden- 
cies," be added. 

The independents do not disre- 
gard this argument outright. Some 
of those interviewed explained that 
they understood that there was a 
camp within the movement which 
“views anyone wbo is not a mem- 
ber of the Tkhwan as a non- 
believer” and that these elements 
were able to influence results in 
• areas such as Swefieh where only 
Brotherhood members won. 

But they alro point out that if the 
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Jordan VaBey 5/14 

Yesterday's bigh te mp eratures: Am- 
man 4. Aqaba 14. Hnmk&ty readings: 
Amman 58 per cent, Aqaba 43 per 
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A rise in temperatures wiB take 
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' movement had takcu a political 
decision to keep the quota of a 
'third for tbe independents “even 
those entrenched in their worn-out 
.ideas would have respected” such a 
step as one of them pot it. 

Hie most disturbing results of 
the Friday’s elections for the inde- 
pendents was the feflnre of one of 
their most prominent members, 
Izzat Izzaizi, to win a seat repre- 
senting one of Ajqman’s tfistnets. 
Mr. Izzaizi, wbo worked as a mem- 
ber of the 20 -member preparatory 
committee of the tAF over the past 
year, was not elected Friday. His 
defeat added fuel to tbe criticism 
that tbe movement wanted to keep 
all “strong independent personali- 
ties out-” 

• The movement’s moderate 
ramp, according to one of its mem- 
bers, was equally distressed over 
Mr. ImfeTs failure. “Perhaps a 

solution to this problem can be 
worked out at a later stage,” one 
Brotherhood member told the Jor- 
dan Times. He said that Mr. 
I z zar zTs decision to run for the 
Fifth District, known among 
Brotherhood ranks as toe territory 
of die “SwcSeh hawkish group. 
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^ ishops deliver 
Christmas message 


Arab Parliamentary Union 
deportee issue in Amman 


to discuss High hopes for higher salaries 


^ .Christian 
Niunify Jordan Friday cele- 
d-.CSristmas, despite the 

is . HaA d* occasion, the Latin 
- Bishop in Jordan Salim 

u % \fgb issued a statement call- 
a ^*wld nations to work for 
0 peace. Bishop Saegh 
Jesus Christ came to 
people towards forgiveness 
“Pin ^ and to rid humanity of 

ri ^ 2j000 years after Jesus 

c-^e ■' ^>was born, we see that the 
* 'ia^rt of humanity is full of 
destruction and injustice. 

‘ most of the heads of 

'\ s . wbo highlight values and 
' foanners sacrifice these 
jv «^s over -the altar of their 
cries' economic and political 
v, , ^^ 5 , n -he said. 

!= »?, added that injustices still 
... tjjjjijn the land of Palestine 
‘ United Nations is still 

r ej^-an inhuman embargo 
/?. ‘V^nq while wars, starvation 
^^jsecotton take their toll in 
Jufo-Peni. Sudan, Bosnia- 


Herzegovina and other countries. 

spirit of Christmas calls on 
ml good-willed people to unite in 
building a peaceful and prosper- 
ous world.” he said. 

The Roman Catholic bishop in 
Jordan George Al Murr also 
issued a statement voicing sup- 
port for the Palestinian people 
under Israeli occupation. 
“On this day of peace and love, 
we look across the Jordan River 
to the Holy Land, and its people 
living under occupation, and we 
tell them we are with you with 
our hearts," he said. 

Bishop A_l Murr wished His 
Majesty King Hussein good 
health and expressed his hope 
that peace would prevail in the 
Holy Land. 

The Evangelical Lutheran 
Church Bishop in Jordan Naim 
Nassar said in his statement that 
the world needs the message of 
Jesus Christ now more than ever 
before. Bishop Nassar expressed 
hope that everyone will work in 
God’s name so that peace would 
prevail throughout the Kingdom. 


AMMAN (J.T.l — The Arab 
Parliamentary Union (APU) con- 
venes in Amman on Tuesday to 
discuss the deportation to South 
Lebanon of 415 Palestinians from 
the occupied territories. The 
meeting, to be chaired by the 
Syrian Peoples Assembly Speak- 
er Abdul Qader Qaddoura, who 
is chairman of the APU will be 
held at the request of the Jorda- 
nian Parliament which issued in- 
vitations to all the fourteen-mem- 
ber countries to attend this ex- 
traordinary meeting to discuss the 
deportees' crisis. Lower House of 
Parliament Speaker Abdul Latif 
Arabiyat said in a statement rh.it 
11 out of the 14-member Arab 
states of the APU have agreed to' 
attend the meeting. Dr. Arabiyat 


said that the Parliament will pre- 
sent a working paper on the 
deportees and the Palestinian 
question. He stressed that the 
issue requires Arab attention at 
the highest level and he culled for 
u unified Arab stand. Arab Par- 
liamentary delegations taking 
part in (he meetings will start 
arriving in Amman Mondayr 
aceording to the Jordan Nc.vs 
Agency, Petra. 

In a related development, 
families and relatives of the de- 
portees Thursday staged a sit-in. 
in from of the United Nations 
offices in Amman, to protest the 
deportation. A memorandum 
was sent to the U.N. Secretary 
Genera! Boutros Ghali, welcom- 
ing U.N. Security Council Re- 


solution 799 on the issue and its 
immediate application. The pro- 
testers appealed to the U.N. 
Secretary General to ensure in- 
ternational protection of the 
Palestinian people in the occu- 
pied territories . and to force 
Israel to respect the Fourth 
Geneva Convetion on protection 
of civilian population. 

They called on the U.N. to put 
an end to the deportation process 
and to secure the return of all 
Palestinians to their homeland. 
The committee on Palestinian de- 
portees also handed to the 
Lebanese ambassador in Amman 
a memorandum, voicing appre- 
ciation of his government's stand 
on the deportee issue. 


By Ayir.an .Al Safari* 
Jordan Times S:sff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Finance Com- 
mittee at the Lower House of 
Parliament will recommend that 
the government substantially 
raise sa.aries of government em- 
ployees committee chairman 
Abdullah Akaileh said Saturday. 

Dr. Akaileh said the commit- 
tee decided to make the recom- 
mendation in light of the grave 
decline of the purchasing power 
of employees’ income and ex- 
pressed optimism that the gov- 
ernment will react positively to 
the recommendation. 

"We felt that the government 
will seriously and positively study 
the proposal” to raise the salaries 
of its employees, he said. 
Announcing that the committee 
will present its report on the draft 


.49> 1 
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Abdullah Akaileh 

budget to the House Wednesday, 
Dr. Akaileh praised the draft law 
as an improvement upon its pre- 
decessors, indicating that the 
committee has introduced minor 
amendments to the draft law. 
However. Dr. Akaileh said 


that some ministries and govern- 
ment agencies failed to efficiently 
implement infrastructural pro- 
jects of the 1992 budget. 

The deputy singled out the 
Ministry of Health and the Water 
Authority for failing to execute 
certain projects and attributed 
the shortcoming to “administra- 
tive loopholes and inefficiently of 
administration staff of some 
ministries.” 

Dr. Akaileh also said he was 
satisfied with Lhe government’s 
proposals for countering unem- 
ployment in Lhe coming fiscal 
year, pointing out that the draft 
budget allows for the creation of 
20,000 new jobs. 

"Dealing with unemployment 
is like dealing with foreign debts, 
you cannot completely get rid of 
them but you can reduce them,” 
be said. 


mil ' storms fail to materialise 


J'rtfAN (J.T.) — Jordan mis- 
■ Soe white Christinas and gale 
„ winds despite forcasts horn 
'^Separtment of Meteorology, 
‘•^ytfjn g dom was affected by a 
: ■-depression that caused 
; r Sgralnres to drop below zero 
^annday but regions above 
'ir^tres, including areas in 
Artflisn received little or no 

AjJoun in the north and Al 

u&eh in the south recorded 


the highest snow fall, 5 cen- 
timetres. according to an official 
from the Meteorology Depart- 
ment. 

Wearhermen now predict that 
the after-effects of the low de- 
pression over the Mediterranean 
will cause frost and rain through- 
out the Kingdom. The weatheT 
will continue to be cold, partly 
cloudy but a slight rise in temper- 
atures is expected. 



Ministers deny reports that journalism 
courses are to be stopped 


Revealing an age gone by: An excavator deans decorated walls on an archaeological dig 


■-a^emment officials talk to landslide victims 1 1 StOIlC Age Settlement reveal 


aied 


AMMAN (Petra I — Minister of 
Higher Education A wad Khleifat 
Saturday denied foreign news re- 
ports that the Council of Minis- 
ters has decided to stop teaching 
journalism at Jordanian universi- 
ties and community colleges. 

"Such news reports are totally 
baseless and no side can issue 
such a decision except the univer- 
sities and colleges themselves be- 
cause they are fully indepen- 
dent.” he said. 

Dr. Khleifat said the govern- 
ment has nothing to do with 
managing the universities or col- 
leges, private or public. It is up to 
the educational institutions them- 
selves to cancel, start or expand 
any academic specialisation, he 
said. 

Information Minister. 
Mahmoud Al Sharif also denied 
any knowledge of such news re- 



Dr. A wad Khleifat 

ports, saying the cabinet did not 
discuss such an issue in its meet- 
ings. 

Yarmouk University is the only 


Jordanian university to offer 
journalism courses. Community 
colleges in Jordan stopped 
.teaching the subject in 1988. 

A foreign-based newspaper has 
published a report saying that the 
cabinet has decided to stop 
teaching journalism in Jordanian 
universities and colleges. The 
newspaper said the decision, 
which was taken upon a recom- 
mendation by the ministers of 
higher education and information 
includes also universities and col- 
leges in the Israeli-occupied West 
Bank. 

Dr. Khleifat said that West 
Bank universities and colleges are 
fully independent from the Minis- 
try of Higher Education, and the 
only relationship between them is 
that the council ratifies their cer- 
tificates and results of their 


- : - — Upon the directives of Prime Minister Sharif 

: i:-; -fej Bea Shaker , the Secretary General of the Ministry of Public 
• #frjBod Social Development, Jordan Valley Authority Secret- 
..PGeoeral, and Balqa Governor, Saturday paid a visit to Al 
jtjittiirea in Arida sub-district where landslides were reported 
. month. The officials met with citizens and listened to 
- • jgj^is qf the landslides which took place in the hills overlook- 
S3&~sritheni part of Zarqa river. They were told about the 
_• arifeB; caused and plans drawn up to cope with future 

. 1 -j^iure committee to meet with dairy farmers 

; . T4^r (Petia) — The Agriculture Committee of the Lower 
• r iafojl fouftament will meet Sunday with cow breeders and. 

factories. The meeting, to be chaired by 
. . oty$%)bammad Al Alawwh, 'Will discuss problems facing 
■ industrialists dairy business. 


: : Lebanese university presidents meet 

.. . 

■. .-J® (Petra) — Yarmouk University President Ali Mahafza 
/ -.','StfBrday with Lebanese University President Mohammad Al 

• v - . The meeting discussed scopes of scientific and cultural 

• • 1'xeation between the two universities. Mr. Majdonb, will 

’ 4^ deliver a lecture at the university on “the use of water as a 
pBfein the Arab region." 

— ' - Sfoiith Rrjm to host debate on political party legalisation 

xv: • 

- : $!AN (Petra) — The Arab Youth Forum will host Tuesday a 
- ' by Lower House member Hussein Mjalli on “the legal 

for legalising political parties.” 

^national donates generous sum to Zarqa University 

MAN (Petra) — The royal commission for Zarqa state 
«tsity received Saturday a generous donation from Saudi 
• ' opal Samir Shamma. The contribution will be used in the 
Y- construction process of the university. Mr. Shamma had 
’ contributed to equipping the computer centre at Mu’ta 

.'.,-varsity, the establishment of a training hall at the University 
"" ' Jordan’s Law Faculty and the University's medical halls 
.ptex, in addition to the establishment of the Shamma 
x r- ■'larship for Islamic coins. 

r leting for mosque preachers held at Jerash 

-.IASB (Petra) — A meeting for mosque preachers and imams 
. . ■' v - held 1st week in Jerash district. The meeting dealt with the 
isTjgious preaching law. Director of Jerash Awqaf and 
Affairs Department Mustafa Al Utoum stressed at the 
~ ‘ itiag the need to fully abide by the new law, and called on 
: refers to prepare fully Friday sermons. He also urged 
&heis to tackle local issues and citizens problems in their 

^Aiar on relief works held at Princess Rahma College 

(Petra) — A seminar on relief works and emergency 
started Saturday at Princess Rahma Soda] Services 
in Allan area. The week-long seminar will include 
. mbs by officials on relief works in emergency situations. Forty 
.-.jxals from departments of social development around the 
.... gdpm are partidpating in the seminar. 


- : ?4AN (PetTa) — The first group of Japanese tourists will 
-■ 1 X? in Amu-. . y:"»vJay aboard a Royal Jordanian plane. The 
op/wfll hs. treated to a grand reception at Queen alia 
sJt-ott, organised by the Ministry of Tourism and 
pj;fer daiii. pf*.s ministry has started to direct special 
/ttbn to Jape. ■ wrists, in view of their great desire for 
’'^according to n^uistry sources. The sources estimated the 
Japanese tourists at more than 10 million saying that 
t *^e Japanese tourist expenditure is one of the highest m 
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T" tf partings by artist Kama! Al Jawhari at Hoosing 

-"fk Cwipta Art Gallery. 

v^^Woarfartsbf Irarf artbl Mohammad Hwsdn Its® and 

V Royal CfOtimA Centre. 

of paintings by Rina Tarari at the Royal Cnttural 


AMMAN (Petra) — The fifth 
season of archaeological excava- 
tions in the Tell Abu Hamid site 
in the northern Jordan Valley 
have revealed that early human 
settlements in the area date Hark 
to the early stone age, 5,500- 
4,000 B.C. 

The excavations, conducted by 
archaeologists, anthropologists 
along with students from Yar- 
mouk University, the National 
French Institute for Sdentific Re- 
search. the French Institute for 
Near East Antiquities and the 


department of antiquities, unco- 
vered drcular human shelters 
built of stone and bricks. 

Small houses with rectangular 
rooms were also discovered at the 
site with painted walls. Excava- 
tions in the houses revealed that 
they contained small fire places 
used for heating and cooking in 
the frontyards. The inhabitants 
are believed to have kept fresh 
water in large pits covered with 
piaster and it is thought that they 
relied heavily on breeding cattle 
and pigs which required travelling 


Al Ana rarty voices support 
for peace and democracy 


By a Jordan Tunes 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan had no 
choice but to go to the peace 
talks, Abdul Hadi Al Majali, the 
secretary general of Al Ahd Par- 
ty, said in an interview with Al 
Ra’i daily published Saturday. 
Mr. Majali, an ex-army general 
and former bead of the Public Secur- 
ity Department said Jordan 
would have been severely 
punished had it abstained from 
the peace process, and bis party 
fully supports the peace negotia- 
tions. 

In a wide ranging interview 
with the Arabic daily Mr. Majali 
spoke of his party as a pan-Arab 
national Islamic party that aims 
to serve Jordanian society and 
seeks to strengthen the relations 
between Jordanians and Palesti- 
nians who have two different 
political aspirations. His party, he 
said recognises that Lhe only 
mechanism to attain Arab unity is 
by practicing freedom and demo- 
cracy. 

Mr. Majali said that people 
generally have a misconception of 
tiie political parties; “Parties are 
established to serve the society 
and develop it, hence there’s a 
difference between opposition 
parties and parties that want to 
topple the regime. Parlies are still 
seen in the context of the 1950’s 
parties which were suspended in 
1957.” 

He rejected the notion that 
democracy was introduced only 
in 1989. “I believe Jordan was 
democratic before that date,” he 
said, pointing to professional un- 
ions elections held before that 
date as evidence. Mr. Majali also 
dismissed the perception that his 
party was sectarian. 

“We are constitutionalist" Mr. 
Majali said. “The constitution 
forbids us of being sectarian." 
Jordanian nationalism should 
proceed pan-Arabism because 
nationalism includes all segments 
of society, he added. “We aspire 
for Arab unity but since the old 
ideology failed, we need a diffe- 
rent instrument. Freedom and 
democracy should be based on 
the new thinking that prevails, 
and in this way we differ from 
pan-Arab parties,” he said. 

The peace process was a pru- 
dent choice that took into consid- 
eration the Arab and internation- 
al circumstances. “The peace 
process defends Jordan and the 
decision to participate was solely 
made by Jordanians,” he said. 

Al Ahd party foresees four 
bases for the Jordanian- 
Palestinian relationship; Kmen- 








in search of pasture *ands. 

Evidence found a- the site 
proves that Tell Abu Hamid In- 
habitants planted olive trees end 
used to store food supplies in big 
jars. Their pottery was decorated 
with rare coloured paintings and 
they made small statues or pot- 
tery resembling birds and 
animals. 

Members of the excavation 
team taught students in the near- 
by village on the history of -he 
Tell Abu Hamid site and methods 
of conserving antiquities. 


Al Bashir hospitai hosts workshop 


AMMAN (Petra) — A week- 
long workshop on medical re- 
habilitation and physiotherapy 
was held at Al Bashir hospital 
Saturday. Addressing the open- 
ing session, on behalf of the 
health minister. Dr. Samir Al 
Kayed. acting director of Bashir 
Hospital, said the workshop aims 
a; training students working in 


health services, and give health Hamed said medical rehabfiita- 
staff the chance to benefit from tion is closely linked with social 
training courses. He noted the and vocational rehabilitation, 
important role played by the local He said that the Ministry of 
community, youth centres, and Health has done its best to ex- 
teaching cadres, who compie- pand medical rehabilitation ser- 
ment the role of the ministry. He vices to cover all govemorates, 
stressed the ministry's interest in through the establishment of 
developing its curative and pre- medical rehabilitation units in the 
ventive services and to expand various hospitals. 


is part of the Ministry of Health's 
policy to develop and upgrade 


their outreach to cover ail The workshop is organised by 
citizens. the Ministry of Health in coop- 

Head of the Rehabilitation sec- eration with the World Health 
lion at Bashir Hospital Khalil Organisation. 
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Ahd ul Hsci AS Majali 

sive support for the Palestinian 
cause and the Palestinians’ right 
to self-determination; recognition 
of the Palestinian state and the 
Palestinian political identity, 
Palestinian extension in Jordan is 
part of the social composition of 
Jordan — hence the choice of 
future unity between the people 
of Jordan and Palestine; but "we 
should differentiate between Lhe 
Palestinian political entity and 
the Jordanian political entity, 
therefore, Palestinian political 
parties should not interfere in the 
politics of Jordan. One has to 
choose between being a full 
Jordanian citizen or a faction 
within the PLO.” Mr. Majali 
said. 

He indirectly criticised the 
Muslim Brotherhood Movement 
by saying that they have chosen 
to formulate the Islamic Action 
Front in order for the movement 
to stay mobile and not subject to 
the political parries Saws. 

Another controversial issue 
discussed was the Al Tamimi 
family council. Mr. Majali said 
that thirty six families in the 
council claim to be descendents 
of Tamim Bin Awas Al Dari. It is 
a social grouping net a political 
one that is tied by rhe bonds of 
history, religion and the hely-y 
land, he said, and he rejected 
rumors that some east-Jordanians 
-resigned from the party after he 1 
was named chief of rhe council. 1 

Asked about his role as secur- I 
ity chief during the April riots in | 
the south of Jordan and before ! 
that when the security forces ! 
stormed the Yarmouk University | 
campus where four students were j 
Stilled, he said that his forces were 1 
abiding by the country’s laws and [ 
regulations. * j 
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Anti -Dandruff Shampoo 

Tin* only shampoo which possesses 
anlioxidative and antimicrobial 
properties necessary lo (real dandruff 
and prevent il- formation. 

Proteins and conditioners are 
added to restore hair vitality and 
impiwe lhe handling characteristics of 
lhe hair fibers. 

Dermage 2 

Hair Care Shampoo 

\ >%ell balanced formula containing all 
lhe necessary elements lo keep your 
hair dandruff Tree and healthy. 
Proteins and conditioners are 
added to restore hair vitality and 
lo improve lhe handling characteristic* 
of hair fillers. 

Mild and gentle. Deriuage 2 can he 
used as often as desired. 
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Hope to follow despair 


U.s. PRESIDENT George Bush is ending his term 
with a warning to President-elect Bill Clinton not to 
torn isolationist and not to intervene militarily in any 
given situation unless certain conditions are met. 
Those are: The stakes should be sufficiently high; the 
U.S. intervention should be effective and decisive; and 
the casualties among civ ilians should not rise above the 
number of civilians sought to be saved. 

There should be no problem about Bush’s 
preachings a gains t isolationism for indeed being the 
only remaining superpower on Earth, just as there is 
no way that Washington could shun away from its 
international obligations even if it wanted to. Where 
we would take issue with Bush is over his criteria for 
his country’s military intervention on behalf of inter- 
national law, justice and war crimes. For one thing, 
and judging by his action in the Gulf crisis in 1990-91, 
and inaction in the Bosnian situation, some of ns could 
be at a loss trying to reconcile President Bush’s edicts 
for the future U.S. president with his record on these 
two specific situations. For another thing, and given 
the fact that hundreds of thousands of people had lost 
their fives in the process of reversing mSitartly the 
Iraqi invasion and occupation of Kuwait and keeping 
in mind that hundreds of thousands of Bosnian 
Muslims and Croats were butchered by Serbian 
military and paramilitary forces because Bosh refused 
to move an effective finger, the outgoing president’s 
words sound hollow and hypocritical. Of all people, 
the new U.S. president should know better than follow 
blindly in the footsteps of his predecessor. After all, 
Clinton won the U.S. presidential elections on a ticket 
tha t vows to change and amend the ways of the 
incumbent Republican administration rather than 
perpetuate them. If Bush seeks to perpetuate his ways 
of governing beyond his term, he may well be in for a 
rude shock. Bush has effectively forfeited his right to 
tell others how to run his country after his people 
found him wanting in more than one way. Besides, the 
VS. as wefl as the world needs a fresh start and a new 
U.S. outlook on isaies and conflicts. And there is 
therefore high expectations that the new president wiR 
apply this new perspective worldwide, be it id Bosnia 
or the Middle East or elsewhere in the world. 

While history wBl most certainly bold Bash and his 
team of dose advisers responsible and accountable for 
afi their actions and inactions, it has yet to pass a 
judgement on the new American president and his 
adminis tration- There is conviction in many parts of 
the world that the new political landscape will end the 
suffering in many regions of the world and replace it 
with hope and salvation. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


TftE AMERICANS British and French are demanding that Iraq 
facilitate the arrival of food supplies to the Kurdish people, in the 
north, but they ignore the people of the central and southern 
regions of the country who are subjected to sufferings r esulting 
from the unjust sanctions, said Ai Ra’i Saturday. The paper said 
the world realises that President George Bush, who is spending 
his last, desolate days at the White House, can do nothing except 
issue threats against the Iraqis. He is trying to find solace for 
himself now that he has been rejected by the American people as 


a murderer, said the daily. At the same time, in Britain, Prime 
Minister John Major is being confronted by one scandal after 
another threatening to throw him out of office, while the French 


are in no better position, being completely under die American 
influence, with die result that France is finding itself getting no 
reward by aligning itself behind Washington, the paper added, ft 
said that .if the calls for helping the Iraqi Kurds in the north are 
sincere, then other sincere efforts should be directed towards 
aiding the Iraqis in the central and southern regions, who are 
deprived of their rights as humans. While the threats are being 
directed against Iraq, the world watches with deep pain the plight 
jf the 400 Palestinians deported to Lebanon and now stranded at 
the border exposed to severe weather, hunger and thirst said the 
daily. It said that the western countries dare not issue a threat 
against Israel, which is defying the world community and refusing 
to implement U.N. Security Council resolutions.' 


SAWT AL SHAAB daily openly accused the United States of 
being behind the deportation of the Palestinians from their 
homeland Washington's passive stand with regard to the depor- 
tees can only prompt us to believe that it is the U.S. administra- 
tion which is strengthening Israel’s arm in this matter and 
encouraging the Jewish state to defy the world community and 
reject U.N. Security Council Resolution 799, said the daily. The 
paper said that while the United States keeps bra ggin g about 
human rights and moves rapidly towards condemning nations that 
tend to oppress their population and commit aggression, it stands 
■mute now, showing no sign of protest against the Israeli actions 
and maltreatment of Palestinian people. Israel has just announced 
its determination to block the Red Cross attempts to provide food 
supplies and drags to the deported Palestinians and continues to 
hold on to it rejection of U.N. resolutions, the paper said. It 
added that against this outrageous defiance of the world commun- 
ity, neither the United States nor Europe is doing anything. The 
paper said while the Arab foreign ministers meeting in Cairo 
appeal to the U.N. Security Council to force Israel to rescind its 
decision and repatriate the Palestinian deportees, the world 
community is looking on without lifting a finger to help, ft said 
.that in the face of these developments, one could expect the 
Security Council to openly declare its impotence and its total 
failure to deal with this matter and any other matter connected to 
the Middle East question. 


Sunday's Economic Pulse 


ByDr.FafaedLAIl 


Expatriates’remittances set to rise 


AT ONE time in the past we used to exaggerate the- relationship 
between the volume of incoming remittances from Jordanian 
expatriates working abroad and the general situation of the oil 
economies of the Gulf states. Officials in charge of the Jordanian 
economy found it very convenient to blame external factors for 
their shortcomings, such as economic recession in the oil- 
producing countries of the Gulf, because this external factor is not 
controllable by Jordan and. accordingly, we can do nothing about 
it. 


distortion is genuine, we find that die remittances have not only 
got back to their previous levels, bat also exceeded those levels at 
rates beyond the imagination of even the most optimistic analysts. 


The current experience has proven, beyond doubt, that the 
volume of remittances made by our Jordanian expatriates abroad 
is more influenced by the state of affairs of the Jordanian 
economy itself, and the degree of public confidence prevailing at a 
particular time. What did not show up of expatriates’ remittances 
when the Jordanian economy was in crisis was actually deposited 
with foreign banks outside Jordan. That explains why the 
expatriates’ savings abroad grew fast after 1988. 

Now that the Jordanian economy has stabilised, restored 
confidence, and proved that it is finally on the right track and that 
the commitment to reform the economy and remove the 


During the current year, 1992, the expatriates transferred an 
estimated amount of $1.3 bilbon. The experts of the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) reckoned that some $700 million of foe 
above amount represents regular remittances from Jordanian 
expatriates still working in the Gulf states. Hie rest represents 
previous savings, which may come to the country only once, to be 
invested in real estate, industry, services, or deposits of foreign 
exchange in the domestic banking system. x 

The above figure does not indude indirect remittances, in the 
form of import financing, including cars, furniture and material 
needed for construction by expatriates building their own houses 
and who had to draw on balances maintained abroad. The overall 
figure for amounts remitted directly and indirectly in cash and 
in-kind could be dose to $1.5 billion. 

The above shows that remittances and working abroad will 
continue to play a major role in boosting foe Jordanian economy 


and financing the balance of payments. Tins ^ ‘ 

political decision-makers should appreciate very well 
take note of the economic of pofitical detinqiB ^, 
consequences and unc^culaed nsks. ", 

In this respect, we point out that mcotmag remittances? 
stand at around oaebflKon dotous ayear ‘ . 
foe 1980s. Remittances dropped to $500 million hr 199ft a& 
million in 1991, before fo^btmnced badhj ^jmde jhei. & 
jump in 1992 as a result of a higher degree of epnfifeoee j£X s 7 ;'. 

and its present and future stability. '• 

.. • frt utentirv Accnraterv anTiiwJ . — / 


ana its present hum “..i. ...... -- « 

Xt is of course, difficult to identify accurately aiKTa^/^7* ft 
savings which are not renewable and .distingnkh^tem /.f I J 
recurring remittances. However, it is only reahstw prt^tisf I/*- 


savings wuiwi «v uw. — _ — — . _ — iii ■ 

recurring remittances. However, it is only itahshctwttog I/*- 
many savings in 1993. The IMF experts predicted 
savings may be in the order of $600 nnflion m 1992, $719'Tmi ' * 

1991, and $112 million in 1990. < /til t 

Most likely, foe regular remittances are set to meat a'rai JL* 7 

• j Mto nf ttrmsth m pmss domesbr nrryW» //> 7? 


Most. — ■ 

lower than the rate of growth m gross domestic product (f 
thus maintaining their relative importance to the economy a 


balan ce of payments. 





hands advantage to 




Bv Martin Wooiiacott 


HISTORY TURNS up strange 
parallels ajl the time, but that 
which links the trio of Hagana, 
Irgun and the Stern Gang in the 
Palestine of 1947 with the three- 
some of the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO), Hamas and 
Islamic Jihad in the Palestine of 
1992 is one of the most ironic. 
Neither Jews nor Arabs would 
relish the comparison. But, in 
both cases mainstream organisa- 
tions and extremists — rivals over 
means and ends — reinforce each 
other in their actions, not least 
because of the mistakes of the 


occupying power. 


Certainly Israel this week has 
taken decisions which will streng- 
then all of its Palestinian adver- 
saries. foe PLO at the negotiating 
table, Hamas and the Jihad on 
foe streets. The Rabin govern- 
ment is going to pay a high price 
for the antediluvian measure ot 
deporting over 400 Hamas activ- 
ists. the most severe collective 
punishment in foe 25 years of the 
occupation. The deportations 
now constitute an “international 
incident,'’ in a way that the many 
which came before did not ft is 
not just that they were disastrous- 
ly handled by Israel, with blind- 
folded men held on buses, and 
later, in Lebanese no man’s land, 
with foe crippled and the sick 
hobbling along under chilly rain. 
They could have been done in a 
more civilised way and still the 
world would have instantly recog- 
nised that there was a dimension 
of political error and moral mis- 
judgment to these deportations 
that was new. When the 
Lebanese government decided it 
would not play the deportation 
game, it did so against the back- 
ground of an international re- 
sponse which was not so much 
one of revulsion as a rejection of 
Israeli solutions that no longer 
work at any level. 


case that the likely result at the 
end of the peace process — a 
small Palestinian state with li- 
mited powers ar.3 resources — 
was beginning tc lose lustre in 
advance. Ho*v could such an enti- 
ty folly satisfy the material needs 
and the political aspirations of 
Palestinians? The Israelis will 
now have to make greater conces- 
sions. on the substance of the 
powers of an interim administra- 
tion and also on the issue of 
recognition, dropping the tired 
fiction that they cannot negotiate 
directly with the PLO. 

The Israeli maxim, repeated 
endlessly over the last couple of 
days by ministers, that Israel will 
fight the intifada “as if there were 
no peace negotiations” and 
negotiate “as if there were no 
intifada” is patent nonsense. 
Israel may try to pursue that 
policy, certainly, but nobody else 
will or can do so. The PLO 


cannot ignore the plight of any* 
Palestinians, even if they belong 


■to a rival organisation, unless it 
wants to be transformed into a 
collaborator. Nor can it forth- 
rightly condemn the Hamas 
armed campaign when its own 
position is that the armed struggle* 
continues in tandem with foe 
peace process. The harsh daily 
reality of occupation in the West 
Bank and Gaza means that any 
party which rules out violent ac- 
tion in theory — even if it has 
largely abandoned it in practice 
— would be cutting its own poli- 
tical throat. 

The argument which the PLO 
has been insistently repeating to 
the Israelis ever since negotia- 
tions began a year ago. that it 
needs swift and substantial con- 
cessions if it is not to lose ground 
irrevocably to its more extreme 
rivals, will now be greatly streng- 
thened. It will undoubtedly now 


gain at the negotiating table. But 
Hamas, assisted by the Israelis on 
to foe centre stage as their prin- 
cipal physical antagonist, will also 
gain, even as foe PLO makes 
diplomatic headway. 

Hamas is by no means a for- 
midable military organisation. It 
is quite possible that the 
ambushes and kidnap which have 
convulsed Israel were the work of 
no more than two small secret 
gangs, just as Irgun and Stern 
came down to a handful of gun- 
men in the end. But they were 
enough to push Rabin into using 
the blunderbuss of mass deporta- 
tion, prompting some Israeli pap- 
ers to ask yesterday what happens 
when foe next policeman or sol- 
dier is killed. Expel 800, 8,000? 

There are doable and triple 
games going on here, just as there 
were back in 1947. Hamas is 
formally opposed to the negotia- 
tions, to the interim autonomous 


administration, and to a Palesti- 
nian state on anything less than 
all the territory between the Jor- 
dan and foe sea. Indeed it is only 
two months since it joined an 
alliance with other rcjectiotiist 
groups to “confront and foil foe 
plan for internal autonomy.” But 
its more pragmatic leaders, 
everyone knows, would think 
hrag and hard, for instance, be- 
fore boycotting foe elections that 
would be part of foe settlement 
process. They want their share of 
power in both an interim adminis- 
tration and in a Palestinian state. 
And, although Hamas and -Fateh 
men have occasionally shot It out, 
Hamas is still tecfamcafly an appli- 
cant for membership of the PLO, 
an application which its demand 
for 40 per cent of foe seats in the 
National Council has stalled. 

Yasser A rafat, foe PLO chair- 
man, recently turned up for talks 
with Hamas people in Sudan and 
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The peace talks are too impor- 
tant to the United States, to 
Europe, to the Arab states, and 
Indeed to Israel, for their collapse 
to be accepted. That means, quite 
amply, that because of the 
Hamas deportations, the Israelis 
now need foe PLO even more 
than they did before as a nego- 
tiating partner. It was already foe 
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The reality is that thee 
of success is generally jteg 
The new promineiioe of H '. ■ j 
foe armed stniggfo viR ;; 
Palestinian support w fipfi V 
an ■ appropriate' : poaaERg 
changed for votes.. Cot 
success for foe 'FLQ.-inl 
both votes and,' if it aeer- • 
greater armed pr e se nce' - 
PLO’s gain is not attt- 
Hamas’s loss, and vks$ 
That is why the RabhTl 
ment is unlikely to .. 

make a policy of Yes lp tfr 
No to Hamas, prevAfftr - 
dealing with what,- 
could become foe £iBcF_ : 
Likud of the futme ^ 

state, that oogid .«A ^:r ' 
surprise it. If foey hadYe^ *■ 
in 1985 when Arafitfsaitj'- : 
signals of readiness tone' - ■ : 
on a two-state basis, foe 
might have had a chance^- : 
ting out foe extreme’!®^ ; 
wing, whether its 'igri?' 
was religious- or secular. 
lay is the nwther of tiooBt-- ; 
Middle East, a prindpis- ; - 
worth recalling to focj’ - .? ■ 
today — The Guardiiiiii'*: •: 


Israel goes to war to make peace 


By Eileen Alt Powell 

The Associated Press 


JERUSALEM — Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin has declared war 
on the Muslim fundamentalist 
Hamas movement, arguing the 
move will lead to peace. But his 
many critics call his opening gam- 
bit a major blunder. 

The expulsion last week of 415 
suspected Palestinian-, activists 
has widespread support in the 
Jewish state, where the majority 
^blames Islamic extremists for a 
growing list of fatal attacks on 
soldiers and civilians. 

But internationally, the move 
has drawn some of the harshest 
criticism Israel has faced in years, 
including a unanimous resolution 
by the U.N. Security Council that 


“strongly condemns” the de- 
portations and demands repatria- 
tion of the men. 

As television end newspaper 
photos relay ir.s drama of the 
Palestinians stranded in a f: see- 
ing strip of sou: :-m Lebanon end 
turned back by gunfire as the) iry 
to return home, iiirael has begun 
a campaign of damage control. 

The foreign ministry s?.id Mon- 
day that ii. will cs!! in the ambas- 
sadors o? western nations to ex- 
plain Israel's position. 

Meanwhile, Rabin said he 
would not bend. 


dence motion Monday. “We are 
talking about one of the most 
murderous groups that ever 
walked the earth.” 

He said Hamas was dedicated 
to killing Jews, destroying Israel 
and ‘'preventing at any price the 
expected peace, which will 
come.” 


talks from the start, could harden 
the PLO’s resolve to stay away. 


Tile Palestinian delegation to 
the Middle East peace talks, 
which is advised by the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation, has 
announced that it is “suspending” 
its participation until the depor- 
tees have returned home. 


In the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, the expulsions have 
set off riots in several refugee 
camps, and at least eight Palesti- 
nians have died in army fire. 
Thousands of Palestinians are 
confined to their homes by army 
curfews, fueling further hostility. 

In Israel, the supreme court 
has become entangled in what is 
essentially a political debate. 


eminent must show the legality of 
its move within 30 days. 

Gvil rights attorneys have peti- 
tioned the court to get foe depor- 
tees back. 




“In contrast to the tear jerking 
images on today's TV screens, we 
are no: talking about a group of 
righteous men," he told parlia- 
ment ir, resr^r.sc jo a no confi- 


There also are signs that 
Hamas may send a delegation for 
consultations at PLO headquar- 
ters in Tunis. Reconciliation with 
Hamas, which opposed the peace 


While the deportees sat in 
buses at the frontier with Leba- 
non last Thursday, the court went 
along with the government's deci- 
sion to circumvent the normal 
appeals process and expel the 
Palestinians without hearings. 

But the justices said the gov- 


In the parliament debate on 
Monday, Benjamin Netanyahu of 
the opposition Likud -bloc ac- 
cused the left centre ‘Rabin gov- 
ernment of acting “in a panic." 

“You deported and in return 
you got the court system caught 
up in complications and you led 
the country into a political and 
public relations mess,” said Mr. 
Netanyahu, a leading contender 
for the chairmanship of the right 
wing Likud. 


5 ions are for two ^ 
normal indefinite tenn. 

Families will be allowe 
to special military commit 
behalf of. their relatiraj.^ho-xl! 
those deported in enorTV^-s?* 
returned, Mr. Rabat say 
The prime minister 
on having time to work i 

since foe peace talks . 

expected to rKumeunfosi^'^- be. , 

inauguration of U.S. Pfoj r ^ - 35 - 1 
elect Clinton on Jan. 2ft - cas- 
As political analyst Susi 
tis Rolef wrote in the Jw*;^ ^ 

Post: “Thft world Will' "V* 'Si- 


Mr. Rabin argues that his cri- 
tics are overreacting. 

He points out that foe expul- 


Arab land in an Arab ■ 


with plenty of food,: '"f 

stoves, newspapers andeb^ ®rn by 
foe Koran." ' 


By Marie Colvin 


Fundamentalists criticise Saudi royal family 

■ rnnnnl nf THamo ' »Im' »(._ TnM Uni,. A.ok:. T TJ* ..... . . „ 
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SAUDI ARABIA has been 
thrown into an open struggle 
between the ruling Al Saud fami- 
ly and the increasingly powerful 
religious establishment. King 
Fahd has been forced to make the 
unprecedented move of dismis- 
sing more than half foe country’s 
religious council because of its 
implicit support for a petition 
criticising his rule. 

King Fabtfs step underlines the 
growing pressure from -puritancal 
religious fundamentalists who 
want Saudi Arabia run hr accord- 
ance with strict Islamic law. The 
seven d&nissed members of the 


Council of Senior Ulema, the' 
highest religious body, had used 
illness as an excuse for not 
attending a meeting called to 
condemn the petition, which had 
been signed by 107 leading 
businessmen and clerics. 

After months of waiting, foe 
Saudi monarch finally sent a mes- 
sage two weeks ago saying that 
they were clearly too ill to per- 
form their duties. He then named 
17 defies to replace them and 
broaden foe council. 

Though King Fahd is an abso- 
lute ruler, his political legitimacy 
is based on his claim to rule an 
Islamic society. Several years ago- 
be changed his official title to 


Guardian of the Two Holy 
Sbrines, Mecca and Medina, 
Islam’s holy dries. • 


Arabia. Ultra-conservatives 
opposed the presence of “foreign 
infidels” 


The long appoints and pays the 
council, but he cannot afford to 


ignore its views. The council in- 
terprets the Koran — the constitu- 
tion of the land — and makes 
religious pronouncements. In the 
past he has used it to validate his 
dedsions. 

Confrontations have risen be- 
tween Al Saud family and Waha- 
bis, followers of Saudi’s powerful 
puritanical strain of Islam. This 
latest upsurge of religious ex- 
tremism dates back to the Gulf 
war, when King Fahd allowed 
500,000 allied troops into Saudi 


Until foe dismissals. King Fahd 
had been trying to placate the 
orthodox strain, giving greater au- 
thority to foe religious police and 
refusing to allow . women to drive 
cats. But the petition was a vir- 
tual declaration of religious war. 

It demanded changes in Saudi 
society in line with Islamic law 
and criticised the government for 
corruption, accusing it of wasting 
billions of dollars to fund “atheis- 
tic regimes/’ 

It also attacked foe kingdom's 
foreign policy for accommodating 
“interests of western eovent- 


roents/* 

The authors blamed the gov- 
ernment for foe “total chaos of 
t he eco nomy and society, admi- 
nistrative corruption, widespread 
bribery, favouritism and the ex- 
treme feebleness of foe courts." 
It also lambasted . the Jade of 
politira] freedoms and “torture 
by. security and police/’ 

When the government refused 


already stalled on * 
institute a consultative ^3 
which was to. provide a 
voice outside the fennly^ 


Saudi princes pursue 
dered decadent by ihe ft^ 
establishment That^. 


nn f * — ‘ — niwitaminiu »uwi- 
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authors sent copies through foe wonder whether KfofrF*** 
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Sty Terence Bout 

■ft# Associated Press 

> jhjKCTON — With four 
,L ^ to go before inauguration 
: ; ' here’s an early report card 

c-V ' ggi Clinton: Republicans stir- 
• ' angly agree with Democrats 

. i b?5 making a lot of smart 
--r^ves wh* proving himself a 
; ; jwd politician. , 

.. : .^ liae ricans traditionally are 
-jons towards a new president 
‘ jug the transition between 

- r: - f .Titastrations and bis first few 
i \ ■■.r : ' : (iths in office. PoUs already 
- w a sarg® of optimism. The 


Even a conservative says Clinton’s done a good job so far 


Washington establishment gives 
him high marks so far. 

“I’m going to get in trouble 
(with fellow Republicans) bui 1 
give him an A-plus," said Burton 
Pines, chairman of the National 
Centre for Public Policy Re- 
search. a conservative think tan. 

“I have been telling Republi- 
cans and conservatives that Bill 
Ornton is not going to make as 
many mistakes as we would like,” 
Mr. Pines said. "I think his 
cabinet appointments have given 
Americans a lot of confidence — 
whether deserved or not — that 
Clinton wants a first-class team.” 

Lyn Nofeiger, a Republican 


strategist who usually can't find 
anything nice to say about Demo- 
crats. said Mr. Clinton is doing 
very well. 

“I think all this surface stuff 
he’s doing is first rate,” Mr. 
Nofziger said, pointing to Mr. 
Clinton's economic conference, 
his assurances to the business 
community that he’s serious ab- 
out reducing the deficit and his 
highly publicised meetings on the 
street with average citizens. 

‘‘This is good politics and I 
think it's selling well,” Mr. Nofzi- 
ger said, ‘it tells me he's a good 
pol. It doesn’t tell me what me 




King of the gypsies refuses 
to give a royal pardon 
to worst of his subjects 


what he's going to do about the 
economy." 

Eddie Mahe, a Republican 
strategist, grudgingly said Mr.' 
Clinton “did a masterful job” 
running last week’s economic 
conference. 

"He’s good on gimmicks,” Mr. 
Mahe said. “The question is, is be 
going to be as good at governing? 

I think he genuinely has a solid 
majority of the people in this 
country willing to take the atti- 
tude: ‘well, let's give him a 
chance.’” ' 

For the first time in six years, 
more Americans believe the eco- 
nomy is getting better than feel it 
is gening worst, according to a 
Washington Post-ABC News 
poll. 

A majority believe Mr. Ginton 
will do a better job than President 
George Bush in fixing the eco- 
nomy. 

“He’s building a mandate dur- 
ing this transition period, a man- 
date for his policy change in the 
area of stimulating the economy 


and doing something jboul the 
deficit and controlling the cost of 
health care.” said James Thur- 
der. director of American Uni- 
versity's Centre for Congression- 
al and Presidential Studies. 

With diverse viewpoints ir. his 
cabinet and a White House chief 


of staff who is not a Washington- 
insider, Mr. Clinton is tele- 
graphing that he intends to be a 
strong president, said Bob 
Squier. a Democratic consultant. 
“He wants to be in the middle of 
his own presidency.” Mr. Squisr 
said. 


All the praise doesn't mean 
there aren’t some concerns. 

Women's groups are pressing 
for more women to be appointed 
to cabinet jobs. There are grumb- 
lings that Mr. Clinton hasn't 
started to name the hundreds of 
sub-cabinet officials who actually 


will make hi? cj'.-mmer.t run. 

There ha%e been few hints r 
how Mr. Clinton will do wit 
foreign policy problems, althoug 
he has ’supported Mr. Bush o 
sending troop? to Somalia an- 
taken a tougher line agoir.s: Se. 
bian ethnic warfare ir. Bosnia. 


Victoria Clark 


.fU ROMANIA — Dripping gyp- 
Totd in a sweeping polka dot 
r gypsy Princess Luminitsa 
. jt ax boors queueing for pet- 
i jje any other Romanian, in 
*ftansylvanian town of Sibiu. 
•C~ Three years after the 

■ rtJuowof Nicolae Ceausescu 
. ■ Vltdranunism, Romania is still 

• tog to supply the bare essen- 

Princes Luminitsa is riot 
Ipr&d that Germany’s refugee 
’’ap and jails are packed with 
!’ wrnwam — about 80 per cent 
tern are gypsies who long ago 
. stered the art of crossing bor- 
y illegally. 

Ter only objection to the Ger- 
n government deporting 
000 asylum-seekers and illegal 
- agraDts back to Romania is 
X now, with the onset of win- 
, if js the worst time to do it. 

- fe no seasonal farm work 

- (he gypsies to come home to. 

• fer lather. Ion Goaba, the 
. -^proclaimed king of gypsies 

ryfltae, has warned against 
wave of crime; “If a man 
. sisyi me and says be has to 
£t6 fbed his children — what 
Hsay? M asks the mighty 
natch, throwing up his gold- 
jjgfed hands in helpless res- 
xtim i 

■ Igt&s the gypsy royals any 

• e fiboal outrage at German 

- -raamarton against their gyp- 

TGifty.do not label Roma-' 
■&jpc fa, nor do they dredge 
|e crime committed against 
rpebple by the Nazis. Like 
Romanian, they know that 
fe-tead to be feckless and 
fiSNe to steal. 

Germany cannot be a country 
- people who steal and work 
ally,” says German diplomat 
-. as Brambah — and one gypsy 
■ortee arriving home by plane 

- « first batch of 43 reinforced 
jninfc “What do you think we 
. e.doing over there? We beg- 
. i .we stole, we managed 

l «er we could, bow we know 
** _ 

>•. +. 

rmcess Luminitsa reminds us 
. : there are 17 different gypsy 
•hja Romania — the bear 
**$, the violin makers, etc. 
.ri», unlike Romania's other 
. . critics, have failed to make 
. jqod cause. “Some of these 
>ies just don't want to work 
they don’t respect the law of 
State,” she said. 

"^olike Princess Luminitsa, 
**5 as a rule refuse to take 
Milage of the free education 
Bania provides. Not asset to 
factory, they are among the 
: to be made unemployed 

buy lost their livelihoods 
a the cooperative farms were 
fished in 1990. 

We tinkers have always got on 

• with the Romanians because 
Vork,” she says proudly, be- 

- * reading my palm and flog- 
: I'us a complete gypsy cos- 

fcr tribe produces the tin ves- 
. 'vital for the production of 
samas plum brandy. Her 
have suffered no persecu- 
•■■ geptto r the confiscation of 
;*ooraive gold coins worn by' 
n women, which with the de- 
*-.of communism have now 
=u returned. 

ter gold-embossed visiting 
k’tiie satellite dish on her 
Krs large suburban home and 
Photograph of her father 
crowned with solid gold 
“Cf ftis summer, proved that 
Busies are prosperous. Re- 
“'■fSp.' their wits for survival, 
better qualified than 
"profit from the free-fbr- 
unscrupulousness that 
^eRqmairian economy today. 

Romanian, Princess 
Jnfea and her father know 
SgB W majority of those 
^gginied may be the victims 
^Crimination but not of 


should they receive poli- 
Two serious oot- 


fidh-gypsy violence m 
Three years do not make 
he said. 

— The Observer. 
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Hamas 

(Continued from page 1) 

Hamas, which, like other Muslim 
fundamentalist groaps, rules out 
any dealing with the Jewish state. 

Mr. Arafat demonstrated 
Thursday that he was not wilting 
to heed a pressing Hamas call for 
an immediate withdrawal from 
the peace talks when he stopped 
short of making such an unambi- 
guous demand from the foreign 
ministers of the Arab countries 
which are also involved in the 
negotiations. Instead, the PLO 
chairman appeared to settle for a 
strong statement from the minis- 
ters, who met in Cairo Wednes- 
day and Thursday, calling <m the 
U.N. Security Council to set a 
deadline for Israel to allow the 
return of the 415 Palestinians (see 
separate story). 

The PLO and Hamas are vying 
for die leadership of the Palesti- 
nians living m the occupied West 
R ank and GaZa and have clashed 
frequently. 

The Tunis meeting, involving 
Mr. Arafat and Hamas political 
bureau chief Mousa Abu Mar- 
zouk, Hamas envoy in Iran Im ad 
A! Alami and Amman-based 
Hamas representatives Ibrahim 
Gboshe and Mohammad Nazzal, 
did not produce a quick agree- 
ment to resolve the differences 
between the PLO and Hamas. 

But both sides agreed to meet 
again in Khartoum, Sudan, on 
Jan. 1, reports from Tunis said. 
Few other details have emerged 
from the Trims meetings, which 
akn brought several other hard- 
line factions opposed to the Mid- 
dle East peace process. 

The Tunis meetings, which 
were held in the name of Palesti- 
nian unity, were prompted by 
Israel’s expulsion of 415 Palesti- 
nians on Dec. 17 in retaliation for 
the Toledano killing as well, as 
two other attacks which killed ; 
five other Israeli soldiers in the ; 
oc cupied Gaza Strip this month. 

Sheikh Assad Bayoud • A1 
Taminri, head of the Islamic 
Jihad-Beit AJ Maqdes group 
which mostly endorses PLO aeo- 
skms but professes a hardline 
approach to the Arab-Israeh con- 
flict, also attended the Turns 
meeting- 


JORDA 









THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

PACKING, AIR FREtGHI - 
FORWARDING. DOOR-Io 
DOOR SERVICES AM) 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
« J AND, R E SERVATIONS. 

AMIN KAWAR&SONS 

C^TEt. 604676 604696 ^ 
Y35>^P.O BOX 7806 
'T\\ X AMMAN 



CROWN 

INT’L EST. 
Packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

AirSeaand^d 

^^Agenrs all «<« ifie *ond ^ 

f Tel: 664090 
Fax: 690852 
^P.O.Box 926487 Ammanj 


m JJOE3AK... 

☆ Kais Dryclean, 1 Hr. Ser/rce 
■6- Shoes repair v Engraving 

☆ Keys Service 

* Upholstry, curtains & carped 
cleaning 

6 Branches at' YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821S5S, Fax 
828153 j 





LT 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

open Daily 12.30-&30pm 
7.30-11^0 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd code 


is. M 

. 11 Ault ^Um 

' am ^2 ' lib 

• \ TV- Authentic 
- \ Chinese dishes, 

. «T from all great re- 

* siA ! . gional cuisine 
TO- styles of China. 

[ ’ - S Prepared by our 

L CUaoe 

E - . ■ ■ Open daily for 

L- i' ' lunch & dinner 

CHINA STtSS 
HOUSE 

Restaurant TaL6S7755 


' AQABA 

CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 

1Z00 -15:00 & 1830 -23*0 
Tel: 03-314415 


Car-Rental 

Pick up-delivery 



AUTHENTIC/^ 

CHINESE 

CUISIN E ^ 

elegant ' j 

colon u I .iinioipfi.Tc / 
|n^.. \ 

. i now open daily i / 




§ Professional Quality ia 
r ! Hour Service 
t; Develop yOur colour film at 
^ our shop and get:- 

l * pfo&tG 

| s&e las^Qir 

| ^ irtrse GpaBarsG- 
| assent 2Q as 30 ssss 

S Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
j Bank. Pbone: 604C42 
1 Swcficn tel: S23.S91 


^ CHEN’S ^ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmoufc 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo" 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbsquefor 
i-uneft Friday onfy 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
speciafifies 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight / 


4S& 


8:00 - 24:00 



CHm 

Town 

f^eatourant 


Every great city in the world has its China 
Town and Amman now has its own. 

Where you can enjoy the most exquisite 
Chinese dishes for lunch and dinner. 

Banquet and take-away service 

A!5 rrefe jfost* Peking, China 

China Town 

at the Amman Plaza Hotel 
Tel. 674295 or 674111 - ext. 6338 


^ & SAUS 

- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate i 
Tel.: 810505/310309 ! 
Fax: 810520 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

■5; Circle Jsb3t Amman, near 
Ah!.v\ah Gh’ls School 

T±o aivsjr Is avaflsHs 

Open daily /2:lKf-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 
Tel. S385S3 


The First Class Hotel in 
' Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


MANDARIN RESTAURANT] 


SfezM €Me& 53 Chafe 

jppen U:3Q..l jO j; 6 00-11:30 Jai'^j 
Take away Es avaSatlfi 
Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel / 
| Tel. 661922, Ammanj 

0«£ Tostei 

s ftSwcus Lovsd r 


f t.. f ~z_b »j p . 




Amman -Tel 66S193 
PO Bo <&J03- Fa v 602*334 
Telex 23868 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


- 


French (Euisinc 


RESERVATION 
TEL 819564 
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Rijkaard set to stay with Milan: Dutch midfielder Frank 
RJjkaard bos said we will stay with Italian soccer ch a m p h nw AC 
Milan at least until Che end of the 1993-94 season. Rjgkaard’s 
contract expires at Che end of the current season and there had 
been spoliation that the 30-year-oW D utchman might seek a more 
back Co the Netherlands. He said he would sign only for a year as 
be is approaching the veteran stage and does not know bow much 
longer he can remain at the top level. The Dutchman has won two 
European Cups sod a League title sane joining M2ao in 1988 and 
Kntring up nidi compatriots Rand GnllU and Marco Van Hasten. 


United snatch draw 
after trailing 3-0 


LONDON (R) — Frenchman Eric Cantona scored his second crucial 
equaliser in a week as Manchester United fought back from 3-0 down 
to draw 3-3 at Sheffield Wednesday Saturday. 

The 84th minute equaliser lifted United into second place in the 
English Premier League, four points behind leaders Norwich, but 
'ahead on goal difference of Aston Villa who crashed 3-0 at 
Conventry. 

Norwich were in action later in the day, as were Blackburn who 
could edge Manchester into third. 

England striker David Hirst opened for Wednesday after two 
minutes, Mark Bright hit the second four minutes later and John 
Sheridan added their third in the 62nd minute. 

But Brian McQair began a fine recovery for United with a goal in 
the 67th minute. 

The Scot struck again m the 80th minute and Cantona, who scored 
in tbe 1-1 draw at Chelsea last Saturday, equalised four minutes later. 

Villa fell to Coventry's inspired signing Mick Quinn who scored 
twice m two minutes shortly after halftime to take his tally to 10 in six 
games since joining them from Newcastle. 

Several matches were postponed because of frozen pitches despite 
some easing of a cold snap in Britain. Games off included the 
Premier League matches between Oldham and Liverpool and 
Nottingham Forest and Queen's Part Rangers. 

Cantona did not have a good match and even needed a second shot 
at his equaliser after miscuing Lee Sharpe's cross from the left with 
his first attempt. 

McQair could have scored twice in the first half, including a 
header pushed onto the bar by Wednesday’s England goalkeeper 
Chris Woods. 

United, who had conceded only 14 goals in their previous 20 
matches and just six away, extended their unbeaten ran to six. 

At Coventry, Quinn broke the deadlock with a superb volley in the 
52nd minute and added a second two minutes later, new captain 
Robert Rosario completed the eight-minute scoring spree on the 
hour. 

Coventry, who hit five against Liverpool last week, could have 
grabbed a hatful again but Villa’s Garry Parker cleared a Phil Babb 
header off the line and Kevin Gallacber fait a post. 

Chelsea, one point behind United and Villa, were saved by an 89th 
minute equaliser from Eddie Newton against Southampton. The 
saints had gone ahead after only two minutes through bra Dowie. 

Crystal Palace beat tenants Wimbledon 2-0 at Selhurst Park, tbe 
ground they now share with their south London neighbours, pulling 
further away from the relegation zone with their fifth successive win. 




Is glad to announce a new additional service to / 
from The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan . 

Effective 22 December , 1992 Alitalia will start 
operating its traffic right between Amman and 
Dubai , V . V . consequently every Tuesday from 
Amman and Wednesday from Dubai , you can fly 
AIRBUS 300 Alitalia as per following schedules : 


AZ 730 Tuesday Dep. Amman 17.45 Arr. Dubai 22.30 LT 
AZ 731 Wednesday Dep. Dubai 03.45 Arr. Amman 05.05 LT 


Please contact your Travel Agents or our offices at: 
/llitatia 

Ticketing / Reservation Office 
Jabal EI-Hussein - Karim Cenler bldg. 

Tel : 625203 - 636038 Amman - Jordan 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HtRSCH 
©1982 Trauma Mattel Samoa, toe. 


TCT BACK ON TBE JOB 


Neither vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
- ♦ 10 8 4 2 

i 87 
v A K Q 5 

* 10 7 8 

WEST EAST 

• A 7 5 3 *9 

? A 10 9 5 4 T K J 6 3 2 

0 10 9 <• J 8 6 3" 

*95 * J 4 2 

SOUTH 

* K Q J 6 

* : q 

.'742 

* A KQ6 3 

The bidding: 

South West North "ast 

1 * 17 Dbl • T 

4 * Pass Pass Pass 

Opening had: Ace of v 
The year had started off disas- 
trously for Trump Coup Tommy. 
Every time he sat in a game suits 
broke normally, and as our readers 
know Tommy starred only when 
trumps were pourly distributed. The 
rest of the time he was what can be 
described politely as a '‘hacker." 
However, things began looking up 
when this hand came along. 

North's double of one heart was 
negative, a takeout double for the 


unbid suits. With a considerably 
better than minimum opening bid, 
not even East's leap to four hearts 


could stop Tommy from bidding 
spades- 

The defense started with two 
rounds of hearts, declarer ruffing 
the second. Tbe king of trumps was 
led and allowed to win, and West 
held up the ace a second time when 
declarer continued with the queen. 
East’s heart discard brought a smile 
of anticipation from Tommy. 

To protect against West ruffing a 
high diamond, declarer crossed to 
the queen of diamonds, came to 
hand with tbe queen of chibs and led 
another diamond toward tbe table's 
honors. West followed, the king won 
and declarer again returned to hand 
with a high chib for a third diamond 
lead. 

If West xuRs, the ace of tnunps is 
the third and last trick for the de- 
fense. So East tried discarding a 
club, but that proved no better. The 
ace of diamonds won and Tommy 
simply ruffed dummy's last dia- 
mond with his jack. Whether East 
ove miffed or not, two spade tricks 
were all that the defenders could 
still collect. 


1992 at a dance 


Some no 



e lasts joined 


those who finished first 


NEW YORK (AP) — Being first 
always has been in style in sports. 
In 1992, being “the last” also 
seemed to be the fashion. 

It was the last year when both 
the Winter arid Summer Olym- 
pics would be held in the same 
year. It would be the last time the 
country that dominated both, the 
Soviet Union, would roar as a 
mighty sports power and the last 
time Magic Johnson and Larry 
Bird would tike to the floor. 

The year provided dramatic 
contrasts, from the Dan-e& re- 
markable joy after winning the' 
European Football Cham- 
pionship to the tragedy at Bastia, 
Corsica, where 15 people died 
before the kickoff of a French 
Cup game when tbe temporary 
stands collapsed. 

An Olympic year, 1992 pro- 
vided more memorable moments 
than most. Sixteen-year-old Finn 
Toni Niemanen won two ski 
jumping golds and a bronze with 
his unorthodox V style” and be- 
came the youngest Winter Olym- 
pic champion in history. 

Cross-country skiers Lyudov 
Egorova and Elena Valde led the 
unified team, die old Soviets mar- 
ching under the Olympic flag and 
hymn, with five medals each. But 
the new unified German team 
immediately showed its strength, 

» all nations with 10 gold 
total medals. 

The Summer Games were the 
crowning achievement of interna- 
tional Olympic committee presi- 
dent and Barcelona native Juan 
Antonio Samaranch, who despite 
the success of the games was 
hounded by allegations from a 
book about a fascist past and 
charges he has turned the Olym- 
pics into a corrupt cash machine. 

Spain had its best performance 
ever with 13 gold and 22 total 
medals, including a last-minute,' 
3-2 victory over Poland in the 
soccer final before 95.000 flag 
waving fans. 

Unified gymnast Vitaly Scher- 
do was the biggest individual win- 
ner with six golds. 

The Barcelona Games also 



Magic Johnson 


provided other dramatic mo- 
ments Antonio Rebollo’s flaming 
arrow into the Olympic caldron 
to begin the Olympiad, and Bri- 
ton Derek Redmond's limping, 
father aided attempt to reach the 
finish line after pulling a ham- 
’ string in the 400 metres. 

Barcelona also bad its down- 
side: Charges of steroids use 
among medallists in the women’s 
100-metre finals by fourth place 
finisher and 200-metre champion 
Gwen Torrence, and an argu- 
ment on the gold medal-winning 
U.S. basketball "dream team” 
about what commercial logos to 
wear at rhe awards ceremony — 
while competition was still under 
way. 

There was sporting controversy 
involving Moroccan runner Kha- 
lid Skah, who had his ,10.000- 
metre victory taken away, given 
to Richard Chelimo and then 
given back to him. 

But overall, the games were a 
huge success despite a S57 million 
(285 million franc) debt incurred 
by Albertville organisers. A re- 
cord 65 nations participated in 
the Winter Games, eight more 
than previously, and 172 — in- 
cluding South Africa after a 32- 
year absence — took part in the 
summer, the first games in 20 
years without a boycott. 

On longer will the Summer and 
Winter Games be staged in the 
same year. The IOC has the next 
Winter Games for Lillehammer, 
Norway, in 1994. the Summer 
Games in 1996 in Atlanta, and 
plans for the quadrennial events 
to be held alternating even num- 
bered years. The idea is to grab 
more attention for the Winter 
Olympics and to not stretch na- 
tion's Olympic budgets twice in 
the same year. 

In soccer, Denmark replaced 
banned Yugoslavia only 11 days 
before the opening kickoff of the 
European Championship, and 
beat Germany for the title in one 
of the biggest surprises in soccer 
history. 

FIFA and the Ll.S. organisers 
of the 1994 World Cup caused a 
stir when they announced tbe 
venues for the championship, in- 
cluding Detroit's Silverdome as 
the site of the first indoor World 
Cup game. 

The Americans also buoyed 
FIFA by winning a four team 
exhibition U-S. cup tournament 
on home soil against European 
notables Portugal, Ireland and 
Italy. 

FIFA was heartened by the 
return of Diego Maradona to a 
sport in need of a hero after a 
15-month suspension for failing a 
drug test. 

In boxing, world heavyweight 
champion Mike Tyson was con- 
victed or rape early in the year 
and sent to prison. Tyson’s suc- 
cessor, Evander Holyfield, was 
dethroned by Riddick Bowe, who 
promptly got into a dispute with 



•'* "• * ,:v- V. 


Andre Agassi 


the World' Boxing Council and 
dumped their belt in a trash can. 
The WBC responded by stripping 
him of tbe title in favour of Briton 
Lennox Lewis. 

The International Amateur 
Athletic Federation also had its 
problems. 

World sprinr champion Katrin 
Krabbe was suspended, rein- 
stated and then suspended again 
after involvement in two doping 
incidents. 

Butch Reynolds won a $27.3 






t ;; 



Nigel Manseft 


million award from the IAAF 
after taking his two-year battle 
against a suspension all the way 
to the U.S. supreme court. 
Reynolds, banned for failing a 
drug test he claims was faulty, 
earned the right to try out for the 
U.S. Olympic team but qualified 
only as an alternate. 

Some non-Olympic individual 
triumphs also shone through. 
Nigel Mansell won the first five 
races and was 90 dominant in his 
WiUiams-Renault that he won the 
Formula One championship long 
before the season was over.- 
Then be promptly announced a 
move to the U.S. Indycar circuit, 
where former world champion 
Nelson Piquet had a likely career- 
ending crash in qualifying for the 
Indianapolis 500. Mansell will be 
trading places with Indycar cham- 

G ’ons Michael Andretti and A1 
user Jr., who are moving to 
Formula One. 

Andre Agassi dashed his 
“choker” reputation by winning 
Wimbledon, the one Grand Slam 
he has taken great strides to 
avoid. He also established him- 
self as the new emotional leader 
of the American Dams Cup team, 
helping it to its second title in 
three years and running his Davis 
Cup unbeaten streak to more 
than two years. 
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JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27^ 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY DECEMBER 27, Bsc jr 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Canpk 


GENERAL T0®WOTS:Rne 

day for attending services from ^ 

which you gain the greatest ‘ ft - \ a 

amount of inspiration for sucoea- UBRA; (Sepwate'2jitt|j/. ; 
hi) riving. Determine die best phi- > 22) Yon aaeaptfobe teas 7 « 
tosophy for your fature growth and tive m your jdea&,\ya^ 


nil j wihhm- — ^ r • 

losophy for your future growth find 
mew m that direction. 


ARIE& (March 21 to April 19) 
This is the day and evening to be 
especially considerate of whomev- 
er you come m contact and particu- 
larly those yon meet in the outside 
world. . - 


ove m your ideas,. ^ ^ 
your needs tww^fo.tjy -jjy i . c?*' 
mo re objective view iK ' 

Self-CrtlWWIK."' ' • 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You are apt to make some errors 
where your daily activities are con- 
cerned so be sure not to be reckless 
with any articles noth which you 
deal. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
durst for some good time and to 
get out from under some burdens 
tat the cost would for exceed any 
benefits you would now receive. 

MOON CHILDREN: (Jane 22 to 
July 21) GoadtaMs at home seem 
difficult in arriving at decisions 
with other persons who dwell there 
jo put off until tomorrow any 
consultations. 


self concerns. ; £ 3 

her 21) You hare/Sarem 
(mutations that apt? atyta v 
certainly do - not jgt rid <rf 
some tasty over aetkn foe 
tonight. ' • 


SAfaTTARIUS: (Novembn^^ 

December 21) Conrida ii usC** 1 
dose to' you 'and needs sbni? 


find our factors before yo^' 

advice or pitch in and aid, 

CAPRICORN: (December" 
January 20) You would be * 
stick to your part of any wort-"' 
vocational in t er ests and aof 
bring them to the atBenrita ^' 
btfwtgs- •• ”,'7& 


LEO*. (July 22 to August 21) You 
have ideas about seeing and im- 
pressing tome important outside 
associates but you would be wise to 
put this off until a more propitious 
day. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Yon think that by committing 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 
ary 19) You warn, to getiafo 
progressive interests and-acL-'''^ 

. but tbe time is not-qnite tig* . 
you need more data bcfore r -^“' 
so. • - ■ 


PISCES: JFebruaiy 20 Jo ) 
20) Think about the various V” 
dons and resp onsi bBticsand^ 
arrange to get rid of them 
means small 



*1 knew you had a bad day, so L carved- — 
happy faces into the meatballs!” : i 




23 Discover by 
careful 
observation 
25 Wading bird 

27 Legal matter 

28 Inning statistic, 
at Dines 

32 Borecoles 
35 Pushed forward 

38 Clinches 

39 Kind OTsflk 

40 Red can word 

4f Leveled off 
43 Commentator 
Sawyer 
44Eeror|er 

45 — canto 

46 Jimmy of tennis 
4S Sniggling 

53 *■— Stress? 
Hues" 

56 Detachment 

58 Pasture sound 

59 Leaf angle 
80 Totals 

62 Green hue 

63 Choice 

64 Gets 

65 Prayer-won} 

68 Buyer's extra 

option 
67 Other, 


mmm aig«i8iii Bil 

■■■■■sis 


■■■auu aaas 




DOWN 

1 Sidestep 

2 Vtotetcotor 

3 Arachnids 
4Y0H0 — 

5 Hair holder* 

6 Signer's word 

7 Kegiefa milieu 

8 Sense of dreed 


9 River Into 
Solway Firth 
to Past prime 

11 Truckle 

12 Pantry pat 

13 Gusto 
18 Cries on the 

greens 

22 Swan genus 
24 Letdown 
26 Concerning 

29 Concept 

30 Undecided 

31 Snick or — . 

32 Untanrnd hides 

33 Anti-bias op. 

34 Page 

35 OW Fr. coin 

38 — chert 
37 Mungo been 

39 Long skirt 
42Hfeernla 

43 "Mr. — Goes to. 50 Motivate 
I°T? ‘ 51 Scale para 

45 Drubbed 52 Brant 
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Japan cuts arms growth, 
boosts public works spending 
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TOKYO (R) — Japan's cabinet 
formally adopted a draft budget 
Saturday for the coining fiscal 
year featuring the lowest growth 
in defence spending in 33 years 
and a sharp rise in public works to 
shake the economy out of its 
doldrums. 

The austerity budget for the 
year beginning next April grew 
by just 0.2 per cent of 72.35 
trillion yen (S588 billion) from 
this year's, a finance ministry 
official said. 

It was the lowest growth in six 
years, the official said after a 
meeting of Prime Minister Kiichi 
Miyazawa’s cabinet. 

The budget bill will be sent to a 
session of parliament beginning 
Jan. 22 and approval is expected 
by the end of March. Mr. Miyaza- 
wa’s ruling Liberal Democrats 
hold a solid majority in the poli- 
cy-making lower house. 

Defence spending which had 
steadily grown until the collapse of 
I the Soviet Union, received a two 
per cent increase, the smallest 
rise since 1960-1961. 

Military spending, which had 
grown by about six per cent 
annually until last year, was long 
considered untouchable because 
of Japan’s strategic ties with 
Washington. 

The draft budget allots 4.64 
trillion yen ($37.7 billion) to de- 
fence compared with this year’s 
4.52 trillion yen ($36.7 biUton). 

The Japanese air force, howev- 
er, won approval for its most 
expensive piece of equipment — 


two Boeing early-warning 
AWACS aircraft based on the 
767 jetliner. 

Government funds for foreign 
aid topped the one trillion yen 
level for the first time, mainly 
because of diplomatic considera- 
tions ahead of next year’s Group 
of Seven summit to be held in 
Tokyo. 

Leaders from the United 
Suites. Germany, Japan, France, 
Italy. Canada and Britain are to 
meet in Tokyo from July 7-9. 

Foreign aid will grow by 6.5 per 
cent to 1.01 trillion yen ($8.2 
billion), mainly to increase aid 
grants to the poorest developing 
countries. The rest will come in 
yen loans. 

The slowing of the Japanese 
economy has forced the govern- 
ment into tight fiscal straits, in- 
cluding an expected shortfall in 
tax revenues, the officials said. 

The draft sees tax revenues 
falling to 61 trillion yen ($497 
billion) in 1993-1994, which 
would be the first decline in 10 
years, the officials said. 

To make up for falling tax 
revenues, the finance ministry 
plans to raise 8.13 trillion yen 
($66.1 billion) through new pub- 
tic bond issues in 1993-1994. They 
will be in the form of “construc- 
tion" bonds used to help finance 
public investment. 

To stimulate domestic demand 
and achieve the government’s 
forecast goal of a 33 per cent rise 
in gross national product next 
year, the budget boosts public 
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investment by 4.8 per cent to 8.57 
trillion yen (S69.6 billion) in 
1993-1994, the biggest rise in five 
years. 

"The government gave much 
more consideration to the eco- 
nomy this year by allowing higher 
growth in public investment.” a 
finance ministry official said. 

Among public works, the 
budget targets improvement of 
sewage faculties and parks, and 
promotion of housing construc- 
tion under Mr. Miyazawa's pet 
project of bringing a bigger share 
of Japan's wealth to the general 
public, the official said. 

The budget draft also includes 
a package to boost loan and 
investment projects to encourage 

capital spending, support small 
firms and improve infrastructure. 

Dassault 
Aerospatiale 
tighten links 

PARIS (R) — Aerospatiale and 
Dassault Aviation, France's two 
leading aircraft makers, have 
announced plans for closer links 
to meet stiffer global competi- 
tion. 

The deal, while far short of a 
merger, is the latest in a series of 
combinations as the world arms 
industry restructures to reflect 
the falling defence budgets of the 
post-cold war era. 

Founded by French aviation 
pioneer Marcel Dassault and now 
managed by bis son Serge, Das- 
sault builds fighter aircraft as well 
as business jets. 

State-owned Aerospatiale 
makes a wide variety of civil and 
military products, including mis- 
siles, helicopters and aircraft and 
is a leading member of the Airbus 
Industrie civil aircraft consor- 
tium. 

In a move actively promoted by 
the French government, the two 
firms will draw up a joint research 
and development programme and 
form a strategic committee to 
seek common ground on sub- 
contractors and suppliers, 
marketing and strategy. 

By strengthening their ties, 
they said they wanted to tackle 
global competition in the best 
possible conditions while preserv- 
ing their own identity. 

"In an international environ- 
ment marked by increasing com- , 
petition and major industrial res- 
tructurings, a new basis is thus 
being established for two of 
France’s main contractors to 
strengthen their cooperation on 
an equal footing,” they said. 

Aerospace analysts said such 
moves were inevitable as the in- 
dustry, stung by shrinking 3rms 
spending and u recession in the 
civil aircraft market, reorganised. 

“The resources are not politi- 
cally available to continue to 
maintain a competitive presence 
on a broad front of aerospace 
operations,” said UBS Securities 
Inc.'s Wolfgang Demisch. “You 
have to cut the overall effort to fit ' 
the declining budgets.” 

The world's defence industry is 
going through convulsions as it 
adapts to the Soviet Union’s de- 
mise and military budget cuts. 
This has brought a host of deals, 
notably in the United States. 

Two weeks ago Lockheed 
Corp. said it decided to buy 
General Dynamics Corp’s fighter 
aircraft division for $1.53 billion, 
while last month Martin Marietta 
Corp. agreed to buy U.S. Gener- 
al Electric Co.’s aerospace divi- 
sion in a $3.05 billion deal. 

Aerospatiale and Dassault said 
they were open to international 
partnerships, notably with Euro- 
pean firms. 


Egypt cotton exports 
seen down this year 


CAIRO (R ) — Egypt's cotton 
exports will fall this year because 
of a world slump in prices and 
closure of traditional markets in 
eastern Europe, the chairman of 
the State Holding Company has 
said. 

Ahmad Shouman told Reuters 
he expected exports for the 1992/ 
93 season to total slightly less 
than the 51,000 bales for 91/92. 
Egypt has exported about 40,000 
bales so far this season, earning 
about $32 million. 

Mr. Shouman said an effort to 
revive the flagging industry by 
boosting exports had run into a 
world slump in prices and the 
collapse of textiles industries in 
the traditional markets of eastern 
Europe. 

Most of a quota of 155,000 
bales which was set aside for 
export last year eventually had to be 
sold to local textile plants at 
reduced prices, he said. 

“The whole world is jammed. 


these are very difficult circumst- 
ances to boost exports... I expect 
to be down slightly from last 
year,” said Mr. Shouman. 

Japan. Egypt's biggest market, 
has taken about 8.000 bales so far 
this year compared with nearly 
20,000 bales in 91/92. South 
Korea and Switzerland are the 
next biggest markets. 

The main selling season for 
Egyptian cotton runs from Octo- 
ber to December, with a smaller 
season in January and February. 

Cotton exports have tailed off 
dramatically in recent years, 
from 685,000 bales in 1981/82 to 
a low of 45,000 in 1990/91. 

High-quality long-staple 
brands of cotton have lost some 
of their premia on world markets 
because of advances in textiles 
technology while Egypt’s social- 
ist-style economic policies dis- 
couraged farmers from growing 
cotton by forcing them to sell 


their produce to the state at 
below market prices. 

Cotton officials expected this 
year's crop to rise nearly 20 per 
cent to 1,090.000 bales from 
890.000 bales last year. Prices 
paid to farmers by state market- 
ing companies went up between 
10 and 30 per cent, depending on 
the grade of cotton, as part of s 
policy of gradual liberalisation. 

The chairman of Egypt’s Hold- 
ing Company for Spinning and 
Weaving, Mahmoud Ibrahim, 
said last week state sector exports 
of textiles would rise by 17 pet 
cent to $398 million in 1992/93 
from $338 million in 1991/92. 

Mr. Ibrahim said shares of up 
to 10 per cent in nine state-owned 
textiles companies would be 
offered for public subscription 
shortly, as pan of Egypt’s over- 
haul of its public sector with the 
International Monetary Fund and 
World Bank. 


Russia to issue 10,000 rouble 
note soon to counter inflation 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia's cen- 
tral bank will soon introduce a 
10,000-rouble note to help keep 
pace with the country's fierce 
inflation , IT AR-T ASS said 
Saturday. 

The news agency said the lead- 
ership of the Russian Parliament 
decided Monday to order printing 
of the notes, each worth about 
$24. 

The highest denomination note 
at present is the 5,000 rouble bill, 
introduced earlier this year to 
help ease an acute shortage in 
paper money that. had caused a 
backlog in wage payments. Infla- 
tion has reached some 2,000 per 
cent over the last year. 

Alexei Ulyukaev. economic 
adviser to Russia's new prime 
minister, this week dismissed re- 
ports from Moscow that the gov- 
ernment would jettison its tight 
money policy. 

But he said demands from 
ascendant conservatives in parlia- 
ment for greater social spending 
would pump up the big budget 
deficit, already a sea of red ink. 

Mr. Ulyukaev said reports the 
central bank was preparing to 
flood the stricken economy with 
one trillion roubles ($2.4 billion) 
were largely empty talk. 

"I don’t think the chiefs of ihe 
central bank will really overturn 
the monetary policy,” Mr. 
Ulyukaev told a news briefing. 

Calling central bank chief Vik- 
tor Gerashchenko” a good bank- 
er,” Mr. Ulyukaev said: “His 


words, his statements are more 
dangerous than his actions." 

International financial institu- 
tions and Russia's many creditors 
have demanded the tight T money 
policy as part of a resuscitation 
package for the former super- 
power. Any overhaul of that poli- 
cy would set off alarm Dells 
around the world. 

However, Mt. Ulyukaev ack- 
nowledged the recent replace- 
ment of reformist acting Prime 
Minister Yegor Gaidar by a 
Soviet-era technocrat had opened 
the door to conservatives’ de- 
mands for greater state spending 
and more credits for state in- 
dustry. 

And he said new Prime Minis- 
ter Viktor Chernomyrdin had no 
real economic vision of his own 
and could prove reliant on the 
easy-money faction that controls 
the central bank. 

“The situation is now more 
dangerous than before, because 


we can foresee the increase in 
government spending, particular- 
ly social spending,” Mr. 
Ulyukaev said. 

He said the deficit was likely to 
hit 10 or 11 per cent of Russian 
gross national product. That is 
well ahead of its current target of 
six per cent, he said. 

On Monday the influential 
Russian newspaper Izvestia re- 
ported the central bank would 
pump one trillion roubles into the 
economy to shore up ailing in- 
dustry. 

This would deal a fresh blow to 
Mr. Gaidar’s reformist legacy by 
undermining the economic disci- 
pline that tight money was in- 
tended to instill in Russia’s mana- 
gers. 

Mr. Ulyukaev, formerly a clos- 
er adviser , to Mr. Gaidar, said 
Western fears of a major change 
in Russian reforms were unwar- 
ranted. 
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Bosnia’s Muslims accuse Serbs 


of defying ‘no fly* zone 


SARAJEVO (R) — Muslim 
forces accused their Bosnian Serb 
foes of defying a United Nations 
"no fly” zone Saturday by using 
helicopters to reinforce an attack 
on the north Bosnian town of 
Gradacac. 

Sarajevo Radio said the 
Muslim-held town was shelled 
throughout the night and that 
helicopters brought extra men to 
join infantry attacks launched on 
Muslim positions after dawn. 

The charge was denied by a 
senior military source in Banja 
Luka, the main Serb army and air 
force centre in the region. 

"All flights are controlled by 
the United Nations at the air base 
so they know what is happening," 
be said. “We are not flying com- 
bat missions. 

"In any case, we can supply 
and reinforce each of our posi- 
tions around Gradacac by road.” 

The United States and other 
Western countries are threaten- 
ing to use force to make the "no 
fly" order stick, although U.N. 
peacekeepers in Bosnia fear such 
action would expose them to re- 
taliation by Serb fighters. 

A British army officer and two 
civilians were wounded by splin- 
ters near Tuzla in central Bosnia 
when three mortar bombs fired 
from Serb positions exploded 
near a British armoured convoy. 

A military spokesman said a 
junior officer, Lieutenant Justin 
Freedland, 25, of the 9th/12th 
Lancers, was hit in the arm as the 


convoy crossed Serb lines to meet 
relief aid trucks. 

The British, who under local 
U.N. rules of engagement are not 
allowed to shoot back when 
attacked with mortars, did not 
return the fire. 

The Bosnian capital Sarajevo, 
enjoying a Christmas lull in fight- 
ing, was quiet during the night 
apart from sporadic shelling and 
anti-aircraft Are. 


Slobodan Milosevic, re-elected 
as Serbia's president, told the 
U.S. Cable News Network 
(CNN) that the fighting in Bosnia 
was a mistake and that an agree- 
ment in which all Muslims, 
Croats and Serbs felt equal was 
the only solution. 

‘There is only one way out. in 
two parts," be said, speaking in 
English. “One is immediate ceas- 
efire and the other is continuation 
of their negotiations, all three 
sides, to make a solution on their 
own. There is no other way than 
that." 


Serbia's Election Commission 
released provisional final results, 
confirming the victory of Mr. 
Milosevic and his ruling Socialist 
Party of Serbia in Serbia's pres- 
idential and parliamentary elec- 
tions. It said it would not make an 
official announcement until it had 
decided on all complaints. 

Opposition candidates say the 
vote was rigged. 

The Election Commission said 
Mr. Milosevic had won 56.3 per 


cent of the vote and challenger 
Milan Panic 33 .8 per cent. Other 
candidates won only a few votes. 

In l be race for the Serbian 
parliament, the Socialists took 
101 seats, their allied Serbian 
Radical Party 73, the opposition 
Democratic Movement of Serbia 
49 and other parties a few seats 
each. 

A U.N. source said 900 Cana- 
dian U.N. troops, prevented 
from entering Serb-controlled 
areas of Bosnia, may head for. the 
former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia instead. 

UNPROFOR troops are being 
sent to Macedonia to prevent 
violence from spilling over from 
neighbouring Kosovo, where 
ethnic tensions between the 
majority Albanian population 
and the governing Serbs are re- 
ported to be worsening. 

Macedonia will dose its border 
with Kosovo if trouble breaks out 
among the ethnic Albanian 
population there, the republic's 
interior minister was quoted as 
saying Thursday. 

“If conflicts erupt in Kosovo, 
we will close our border, because 
we cannot support anyone and we 
cannot allow ourselves to inter- 
fere in somebody else’s conflict,” 
Interior Minister Ljubomir 
Frckovski told the Skopje daily 
Nova Makedonija. 

Mr. Frckovski said there was a 
risk of dashes with Albanians in 
Macedonia along the border with 
KOsovo. "That is why UNPRO- 


FOR has been invited to that 
corridor,” he said. 

Macedonia is due to sign an 
agreement with die United Na- 
tions for the deployment of U.N. 
Protection Forces (UNPRO- 
FOR) along its borders with Ser- 
bia and Albania ro stop potential 
ethnic violence between Alba- 
nians and Serbs in Kosovo from 
spilling over. 


. They would indude 700 sol- 
diers, 35 military observers, 26 
civilian police. 10 civilian obser- 
vers and 50 additional administra- 
tive personnel. 

Mr. Frckovski also said Mace- 
donia was preparing refugee camps 
for an expected influx in case of 
fighting. 

“The government would after- 
wards transfer the refugees out- 
side Macedonia,” he said. 

“In the worst possible case — 
dashes in the north — we would 
concentrate our entire troops on 
the western border,” he added. 


A nurse rocks a girl in the Kosevo Hospital while a boy, Injured during the fighting m Smjm, 
rearby (AFP photo). - 


TTie Albanian majority in 
Kosovo has been agitating for 
independence or at least auton- 
omy since federal troops cracked 
down on Albanian nationalism 
there in 1989, revoking its auton- 
omy. 

Macedonia seceded from 
Yugoslavia earlier this year but 
has yet to win recognition be- 
cause of Greek objections to its 
use of the name Macedonia — 
the same as a northern Greek 
province. 


Yeltsin sets up media supervisory body 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin Saturday 
ordered the creation of a new 
body to supervise state radio and 
television 'coverage of political de- 
velopments in Russia. 

A decree by Mr. Yeltsin 
appointed Mikhail Poltoranin, a 
close ally who resigned last 
month as information minister, to 
head the new organisation. It 
gave him a rank equivalent to 
first deputy prime minister — a 
move likely to gall conservatives 
who had pressed for his removal 
from the government. 

Presidential Press Bureau 
Chief Anatoly Krasikov said 
there was no question of the new 
body,” the Federal Information 
Centre of Russia,” exercising any 
censorship role. 

“It will only coordinate policy 
between chief (state) media,” be 
added. 

Television and radio stations 


•WOfild be directly subordinated to 
the information' centre. It would 
also coordinate the activity of 
ITAR-TASS News Agency and 
Commonwealth Television. 

The decree listed among its 
chief tasks ensuring “the broad 
dissemination* of accurate and 
truthful information about the 
course of reform in Russia and 
the explanation of the state poli- 
cies of the Russian Federation.” 

It was not immediately dear 
exactly how the centre would 
operate. 

Mr. Yeltsin dashed with media 
bosses last month when he sum- 
marily sacked the head of Com- 
monwealth Television, Yegor 
Yakovlev, under pressure from 
conservatives. 

Editors feared the president 
could be taking a tougher line on 
the media, but said after a Krem- 
lin meeting he had reassured 
them there would be no crack- 


down on press freedoms. 

Mr. Pottoranm is generally re- 
garded among media chiefs as an 
advocate of press freedom. 

Mr. Yeltsin preserved most of 
his economic reformers and re- 
jected a major overhaul of his 
cabinet Wednesday. 

The reformers will report to 
the Soviet-era bureaucrat who 
became prime minister last week. 

Mr. Yeltsin also kept Foreign 
Minister Andrei Kozyrev, whom 
hardliners accuse of being too 
pro-Western and want to oust 
The defence, security, and in- 
terior ministers also remain un- 


Nigeria’s 

president 

warns 

against 

Ichaos 


changed. 

Still, it remains unclear 


whether the new cabinet will pur- 
sue the reform course set by 
Yegor Gaidar, who was replaced 
as prime minister last week by 
Viktor Chernomyrdin, a Soviet- 
era manager who ran the natural 
gas industry. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Italian police recover Degas paintings 


ROME (R) — Two paintings by the 19th century French artist 
Degas, stolen from a museum in northern Italy earlier this month, 
have been recovered, police said Saturday. The two Degas works 
were among 200 paintings, with an estimated total value of some 
$10 million, which went missing from a modem art museum in the 
town of Ferrara three weeks ago. Police recovered all 20 paintings 
during a raid near the northern city of Bolzand in which seven 
people were arrested. Investigators believe the thieves planned 
either to smuggle the haul across the border into Switzerland or 
Austria or sell the group off piece by piece to wealthy collectors 
currently holidaying in the Do (amities. Edgar Degas is known as 
one of the greatest 19tth century French artists and a master of the 
human figure in movement who used a bold colours like the 
impressionists. The two Degas paintings recovered were Portrait 
Of Bolidini and Portrait Of Boldini Standing With A HaL 


6 killed in Sri Lanka mine blast 

COLOMBO (R) — A mine blast in eastern Sri Lanka killed six 
people including a senior government official Saturday, a military 
spokesman said. The spokesman blamed Tamil separatist rebels 
for the blast which ripped apart a jeep carrying the official and 
five others in the Batticafor district. The Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam Ore fighting for their own homeland in the north and 
east. "We don't know who the other people are as yet but we 
assume they must have been government officials because they 
were travelling on official business,” the spokesman said. On 
Thursday, 42 soldiers and 30 rebels died in an ambush in the 
northeastern Weli Oya area. 


Author Monica Dickens dead 


LONDON (R) — British author Monica Dickens, great grand- 
daughter of Charles Dickens, died in hospital on Christmas Day 
aged 77, her publisher Vi king said Saturday. She was a prolific 
author, writing almost a book a year since her 1939 bestseller One 
Pair Of Hands. Her last book One Of The Family, is to be 
published in May. Her first books were based on her early life, 
working as a cook, nurse and local newspaper reporter. She lived 
much of her life in Cape Cod, Massachusetts, after marrying navy 
Commander Roy Stration in 1951. In 1974 she founded a U.S. 
arm of the Samaritans welfare group in Boston. Dickens bad 
cancer and was in hospital in Reading, near London. She is 
survived by two children. Viking said. 
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Group: 56 journalists killed in 1992 

PARIS (R) — At least 57 journalists were killed around the world 
this year either on duty or because of their opinions, an 
international press rights group said. The organisation Reporters- 
Sans-Frontieres (Reporters Without Borders — (RSF) said the 
single highest death toll was in Turkey where 12 journalists were 
killed, followed by Croatia and Bosnia-Herzegovina where 11 
reporters died. “The figures are fortunately lower than last year 
when 64 journalists were killed but they are higher than in 1990 
when there were 42 dead,” the Paris-based group said. Other 
countries where journalists were killed in 1992 were Colombia 
(five), Peru (five), Tadjikistan (three), Chad (three), Angola 
(three), the United States (two), Chad (three), Angola (three), 
the United States (two), Philippines (two) and Venezuela (two). 
Azerbaijan, Egypt, Georgia, Hong Kong, Lebanon, Moldova, 
Papua-New Guinea, Rwanda and Sudan each saw one journalist 
killed. RSF said it was unable to establish whether the deaths of 
approximately 30 more journalists were linked to their jobs or to 
opinions they might have expressed. The organisation said the 
situation was especially serious in parts of Turkey where Kurdish 
guerrillas were fighting the government. Four staff journalists of 
the Kurdish newspaper Ozgur Gundem were killed there within 
three months. It said at least 30 reporters had been killed in the 
Balkans over the past two years. 


LONDON (R) — Britain's 
Prince Charles has banned his 
estranged wife Princess Diana 
from seeing their two sons for six 
days over the Christinas period, 
British tabloid newspapers re- 
ported Saturday. 

The mass-circulation Sun news- 
paper and Today carried front- 
page stories headlined respective- 
ly “Di banned from boys for a 
week” and “Charles bans Diana 
from seeing princes.” 

The reports, which were un- 
sourced, said royal heir Charles, 
44, imposed the six-day ban start- 
ing on Christmas eve in revenge 
for Princess Diana's refusal to 
spend Christmas with Queen Eli- 
zabeth and the rest of the royal 
family at Sandringham. 

"You do what you want. The 
boys will stay with me,” Today's 
report quoted the prince .as 
saying. 

The Sun said Princess Diana 
■had wanted the boys, who are 
second and thiTd in fine to the 
■throne, to spend the holiday sea- 
son with her but Prince Charles 
insisted they keep up the royal 
tradition of Christmas with the 
Queen at Sandringham, her country 
estate about 160 kilometres 
northeast of London. 

“It effectively shows he has 
emerged victorious in the bitter 
“war of the Waleses’ and is now 
intent on playing the devoted 
father,” the Sun report said. 

Earlier reports said the two 
princes, William, 10, and Harry, 
eight, would spend Christinas 
Day mth their father at Sandring- 
ham but be reunited with them* 
mother at her family’s stately 
home, AJthorp, in southern Eng- 
land , Saturday. 

Princess Diana, 31, was at 
Al thorp Friday — her first Christ- 
mas Day away from her sons. 

The formal separation of the 
prince and princess of wales, who 
married in 1981, was announced 
to a stunned nation two weeks 
ago. Princess Diana continues to 
carry oat official duties and it was 
made dear in the separation 
announcement that she would 
also continue to be welcome at' 
formal family occasions. 


LAGOS (R) — Nigeria's military 
president, criticised by civil rights 
groups and others for extending 
army rule to next August, has 
warned Nigerians against chaos 
and urged them not to stage 
protests. 

General Ibrahim Babangida, in 
.power since 1985, said in a Christ- 
mas message that the government 
knew of plans by some people to 
organise street protests in Afri- 
ca’s most populous country. 

“This is the only country that 
God has given us as our own. Its 
health is our health. Its destabi- 
lisation will be to our own detri- 
ment,” Gen. Babangida said af- 
ter a year of some of Nigeria's 
worst ethnic and religious vio- 
lence since independence in 1960. 

“We must remember it is m the 
nature of chaos itself that those 
who plan and execute it often find 
themselves and their families en- 
veloped it in, together will mil- 
lions of citizens." 

Nigeria was hit by political 
uncertainty last month when Mr. 
Babangida’s Armed Forces Rul- 
ing Council (AFRC) extended 
military rule by eight months 
from Ian. 2 following fraudulent 
Civilian presidency primaries run 
by two army-created parties. 

Civil rights groups and others, 
including ex-politicians, have 
urged the military not to ding to 
power and criticised as divisive a 
new, convoluted method to pick 
presidency candidates. 


Niger votes on new constitution 


NIAMEY (R) — Niger’s citizens 
began voting Saturday in a re- 
ferendum for a new constitution 
which will pave the way for the 
West African country's first free 
elections since independence 
from France in 1960. 

Interior Minister Daouda 
Rabiou said Friday that a decisive 
vote in favour of constitutional 
change was crucial if parliamen- 
tary and presidential elections 
were to go ahead as planned in 
January and February. 

“A massive ‘yes' vote is neces-" 
sary to avoid a catastrophe be- 
cause it will not be possible to 
conduct the other elections and 
the country will be in a legal 
vacuum,” he said. 

The proposed constitution 


must win the approval of at least 
50 per cent of those who vote. No 
word on turnout of the estimated 
four million voters was available 
by midday. 

Voting was due to end at 1700 
GMT in the centre of the country 
and at 18t)0 GMT in the north. 
First results from central regions 
were expected overnight. 

A national conference stripped 
military President Ali Sabou of 
his powers last year and set a 
timetable for multiparty elections 
but they have already been post- 
poned four times. 

Prime Minister Amadou Cheif- 
fou and his transitional adminis- 
tration blame the delays on the 
state's near bankruptcy, strikes 
by civil servants and armed rebel- 


lion by Tuareg nomads in the 
north. 


The National Election Com- 
mittee has acknowledged that 
electoral lists are in many cases 
incorrect or incomplete, that 
there are shortages of ballot 
boxes and voting slips and there is 
a lack of vehicles to transport 
electoral officials and collect re- 
sults in the vast, landlocked Sahe- 
lian country. 

Mr. Daouda said voters with 
no ballot card or official docu- 
ment co old take part i r vouched 
for by a village or family bead. 

To boost security dunqg the 
poll the country's land borders 
were dosed for 24 boors from 
midnight Friday. 


Bush pardons 6 Iran-contra figures 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent George Bush, ending the 
criminal prosecutions arising 
from the Iran-contra scandal, 
Thursday pardoned former De- 
fence Secretary Caspar Weinber- 
ger and five other top Reagan 
administration aides implicated in 
the affair. 

President-elect Bill Clinton ex- 
pressed concern over the pardons 
and the Iran-contra prosecutor 
blasted Mr. Bush's action, saying 
“the Iran-contra cover-up, which 
has continued for more than six 
years, has now been completed." 


office, called Mr. Weinberger “a 
true American patriot” and 
brushed aside concerns that his 
action would prevent full disclo- 
sure of facts about the affair. 

“This matter has been investi- 
gated exhaustively,” Mr. Bush 
said of the Iran-contra affair 
which involved a covert- White 
House-ran scheme to sell arms to 
Iran and use the proceeds to 
support the Nicaraguan contra 
rebels in 1985-86. 


Special Prosecutor Lawrence 
Walsh accused Mr. Bush of mis- 
conduct of his own but refused to 
speculate on whether his six-year, 
$35 million probe will now focus 
on the outgoing president. 

Mr. Walsh said his office just 
learned on Dec. 11. that Mr. 
Bush had failed to produce for 
investigators his own highly re- 
levant, contemporaneous notes 
despite repeated requests for 
such documents. 

He said there would be 
“appropriate action” over the 
notes and said Mr. Bush's refusal 
amounted to "misconduct." 


Apart from Mr. Weinberger, 
the only member of then-Presi- 
dent Ronald Reagan's cabinet 
charged in the affair, Mr. Bush 
also issued pardons for former 
White House National Security 
Adviser Robert McFariane, for- 
mer Assistant Secretary of State 
Elliott Abrams and three former 
senior CIA officials. 

Mr. Walsh said Mr. Bush’s 
pardon “undermines the princi- 
ples that no man is above the law. 
It demonstrates that powerful 
people with powerful allies can 
commit serious crimes in high 
office — deliberately abasing the 
public trust — without consequ- 


ence. 


Mr. Clinton fold a news confer- 
ence be was concerned about the 
pardons, saying “I am concerned 
about any action that sends a 
signal that if you work for the 
government you are above the 
law.” 

Mr. Bush, issuing his pardons a 
day before Christmas and less 
than a month before be leaves 


Just before the presidential 
election on Nov. 3, evidence 
came out in the Weinberger case 
showing that Mr. Bush, who was 
vice president at the time of Iran- 
contra, knew more about the 
arms sales than he had admitted. 
Some Republicans blamed the 
disclosure for Mr. Bush’s defeat 
by Mr. Clinton. 

But White House spokesman 


Marlin Frtzwater said that evi- 
dence was die only mention of 
Mr. Bush in Mr. Weinberger's 
extensive personal notes on the 
affair. "There is indeed nothing 
in those notes,” he told reporters. 

Mr. Bush, seeking to put be- 
hind him questions about bis in- 
volvement in die affair, said he 
bad asked the prosecutor to re- 
lease a copy of his sworn testi- 
mony given in 1988. 

Mr. Weinberger, 75, a long- 
time Reagan aide, had been set to 
go on trial Jan. 5 on four criminal 
charges of lying to Congress and 
crimmal investigators about the 
affair and his notes. If convicted, 
he could have faced np to 20 
years in prison. 

“In granting these pardons to- 
day, I am doing what I believe 
honour, decency and fairness re- 
quire,” Mr. Bush said in bis 
statement. 

In Los Angeles, Mr. Reagan 
issued a statement saying he was 
pleased by Mr. Bush’s action. 
“These men have served their 
country for many years with hon- 
our and distinction,” he said, 
adding that he was "glad that this 
long ordeal has ended for them 
and their families.” 

Both Mr. Reagan and Mr. 
Bush could have been called to 
testify as defence witnesses if Mr. 
Weinberger had gone to trial. 

Mr. Walsh vowed to make a 
“full report to Congress and the 
public” describing the details and 
extent of the cover-up that he 
said involved “the highest-rank- 
ing” Reagan era officials. 


China reportedly jails Tibetan nuns and monks 


PEKING (R) — China has sent- 
enced 10 Tibetans, mostly monks 
and nuns, to prison terms of up to 
nine years for participating in 
pro-independence protests earlier 
this year, the Tibet Information 
Network said Saturday. 

The longest sentence went to 
Lobsand Dorje, a 20-year-old 
monk, who was sentenced to nine 
years imprisonment on Sept. 16 
for allegedly encouraging 20 col- 
leagues to demonstrate outside 
Lhasa's Jokhang Temple in May, 
the London- based monitoring 
group said. 

_ The group based its informa- 
tion on Chinese court documents 
it had obtained, it said. Officials 
in Lhasa coaid not be reached for 
comment. 

The Tibet Information Net- 
work said those sentenced were 
not represented by lawyers dur- 
ing the trials. It said it had in- 
formation that several had bom 
beaten or tortured. 

China, which dates its disputed 
claim to the Himalayan region to 
the 13th century, has imposed 
heavy security on Lhasa, Tibet's 
capital, since March 1989 when it 
crushed pro-independence de- 
monstrations there. 

Separatist demonstrations still 
periodically take place, travellers 
say. 

The Tibet Information Net- 
work said the May 16 protest 
was the fourth to take place that 
week. At least 30 people were 
arrested during that week, it said, 
but the whereabouts of most are 
unknown. 

In addition to the monk sent- 


enced to nine years in jail, one 
was sentenced to eight years, one 
to seven years and one 18-year- 
old monk to six years. 

One nun and one layman were 
sentenced to five years each, the 
group said. 

The group quoted the court- 
document as saying the stiff sent- 
ences were imposed "in order to 
protect * ‘ the dictatorship of the 
proletariat, to preserve the uni- 
fication of the motherland, and to 
crack down severely on the cri- 
minal activities of the counter- 
revolutionaries in their attempts 
to separate the motherland.” 

The group said three nuns and 
one monk were sentenced to long 
terms for another protest in 
February. 

One 22-year-old nun was given 
a term of seven years while two 
others, aged 18 and 19, were 
sentenced to five years each. 

An 18-year-old monk was sent- 
enced to five years for his pan in 
the protest, the group said. 


Meanwhile, an official maga- 
zine said China has smashed a 
gang led by a peasant who wanted 
to overthrow the Communist Par- 
ty and establish a new imperial 
dynasty with himself as emperor. 

Police arrested 16 members of 
the “counter-revolutionary cli- 
que’' headed by Li Chungfu. 
38, in the central province of 
Henan in April, two years after 
Mr. Li began plotting, the moodi- 
ly Democracy And Law said in its 
December edition. 

The gang included four mem- 
bers of the Communist Party, one 


of whom was a battalion com- 
mander in the militia. 

Police involved in smashing the 
gang confirmed by telephone that 
the case had occured, but they 
declined to answer questions. 

The magazine quoted officials 
as saying that the plot showed 
that peasants in poor and back- 
ward areas of China were ripe 
targets for tricksters and plotters- 
and even conspiracies against the 
Communist Party. 

“This kind of foolhardy cla- 
mour for a feudal istic restoration 
is so ridiculous that it makes you 
laugh your bead off,” it quoted 
one police official as saying. 

"However, viewed from anot- 
her angle, this counter-revolu- 
tionary clique cannot but cause us 
to ponder and be vigilant as it 
extended across two counties and 
six villages and there were four 
Communist Party members 
among the 16 participants,” he 
said. 

“In these past few years feuda- 
listic superstitions have raised 
their head in mountain villages, 
religious forces have become 
pervaave and some evil people 
with ulterior motives have taken 
the opportunity to sow discord 
between the Communist Party 
and the masses and engage in 
illegal activities. 

“Peasants in isolated, back- 
ward mountain areas can easily 
be tricked and used, and some 
even become counter-revolu- 
tionaries,” he said. 

Throughout Chinese history, 
peasant rebellions with religious 
or historical overtones have 


harassed and sometimes toppled 
governments. 

China's Communist Party itself 
drew its power from the country- 
side daring its successful fight in 
the civil war that ended with the 
late Mao Tsetung founding a 
“new China” in 1949. 

The Communist Party banned 
“feudalists superstitions” as one 
of the six evils that must be 
eliminated from society in order 
to ensure it will never have a 
competitor for peasants’ loyal- 
ties. 

While Mr. Li’s romantic quest 
to bring back the system of the 
Tang Dynasty that flourished 
more than 1,000 years ago and 
found his own “heavenly king- 
down of everlasting satisfaction 7 ’ 
was clearly futile, his plan to use 
the countryside to surround the 
cities in order to topple the ruling 
party, echoed the Communist 
Party’s own route to eventual 
success. 

Mr. U even ordered the militia 
leader in his group to join the 
army and try to use his influence 
to gather troops who could be 
used in the planned uprising 
against the Communist Party, the 
(official magazine said. 

Police managed to crack the 
case after months of undercover 
work by an agent who got Mr. 
Li’s trust by pretending to be mi 
expert in the ancient Chinese 
superstitious art of geomancy. 

Once the group’s password was 
discovered, several dozen police 
and paramilitary troops were able 
to swoop on their hideout and 
arrest the members. 



Japanese to lir 
even longer, ^ 
ministry says 


TOKYO (R) — 
already the world's lor 
people, havestieudi^ i ' 
age life expectancy ev» " 
to more than 82 years 
and 76 for men. acco 
Health Ministry survey- 
survey, the latest J 
showed Japanese worn 
an average pf82.07.yea, 
years from 1985 and i 
years, up 1.09 years. * A ' 
gures show the next Iqil 
are Swiss womeo wjib i- ' 
life expectancy of 80 
and Swedish men,. - ' 
years, a ministryoflida: •' 
ageing Japanese popul *\ 
many government erffi-. 
ried over dedines'inih 
population and increasii : 
and health costs for th 
number of older peopl 
this year, a govemme 
showed that the niL; 
Japanese people aged 6 ' 
was 16.22 million, or 11 * • 
of the total population. . 
now over 4,000 people ' . 
or over in the country' 


First sterilised 
hippo reunited 
with mate 


AMSTERDAM (R) — 
popo tain uses were ret 
Amsterdam Zoo after ■ 
30-year old female, mac 
by becoming the first hi. ■ 
to be sterilised. Tanja w- 
the pill in February ' 
months later surprised ' .. 
by giving birth to her L. 
The young hippo later d 
its mother rolled on top 
spokesman for the zoo 
sterilisation was risky her 
dangerous to put hipp 
general anaesthetic, 
surgery was successful a. 
has now been reunited H 
mate Joop. 


13-year-old deli 
her own baby / 


CAPE TOWN (R) 
old girl delivered her *r 
alone in a hotel batiuo. 
hiding her pregnancy 
family. South African pr 
hotel staff said. Official' . 
child, who may not be na - 
the baby were doing we) . 
rate Cape Town hospital, 
a Cape Town hotel said - 
locked herself in a staff - 
for the delivery Monday- 
wrapped the baby in a t .. 
the umbilical cord still 
and hid it under a bush ir 7 
garden. The crying ink 
while the child was vi " 
mother who works at 1 
was found by a staff nil 
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TOKYO (R) — A par - 
monkeys apparently des • - 

food raided a Japanese ; * 
village and got away v 
dried persimmons.. .a 
drying panties. A polic 
man in Takayama, in th- ' 
Mountains northwest c ' m . 
said Tuesday that the 
grabbed some pereimr 
also ripped down a do ; . 
They made off with n 
women's underwear w:--; A _. 
been hung up to dry,v.; : 
Police heard of the the*---,! - ,. 
56-year-old apple fan’ V- c ' n \' : 
them to say he thought 
had stolen the family -•••_. p!'-’ 7 '; 
Witnesses told police 
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Witnesses 1 U 1 U pouw .. I Co 
more than 40 wild moi;<v;“!: :,e { of eta 
sneaked into the villa';! ! - ^ ' * " 
winter snows blanketed tr- 's 77 - 
food supplies higher ni, '“ 

they are hungry, they te>, l “ :T1c ' v '' 
down the mountains lo 
something to eat,” the 'tlgi 
policeman said. The vi 
could distinguish betw“ 
and non-edible objects, 
and were apparently ju,. 1 
tricks, he added. t . 


China sets new 
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being 'well-off 
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PEKING (R) — China' 
mic boom this year hr r ^ 
officials to come up 
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